Winter 2020

Missing
MiG Mystery
2020: A Very
Interesting
Year
For me, this has been a year of many interesting aviation-related things. Early in January, I managed to get a seat
on a one-week tour (with Dutch tour company 4Aviation) of airbases in Japan, where the F-4 Phantoms were
still being operated. I have been a long time “Phan” of the Phantom. I was born in 1955, and the F-4 prototype
was first flown in 1958. The Phantom is a large twin-engined fighter/bomber. McDonnell Douglas built over
5,000 units! Phantoms were used by America throughout the war in Vietnam. Many countries have operated
Phantoms, and a few still do. Greece, Turkey, South Korea and Iran are the last users. So the Phabulous
Phantom has spanned my lifetime! Japan phased out the last F-4EJ Kais in early December. I have attended many
Phantom events around the world, such as the
German retirement of the F-4F in June 2013. Japan
had used their locally built (Mitsubishi) F-4 since the
seventies, so they were long overdue for
replacement!
I got the time off work. Off I went amidst rumours of
a global Pandemic.... I visited three air museums, spent
two days spotting airliners at Narita, three days at
Hyakuri (where the last operational Phantoms were),
a day at Gifu and a day at Komaki. By the time I was
heading for home, things were changing! I got the last
seat on the flight home. Everyone was going home to
avoid the Pandemic!
As an employee of the airline industry, it has been a tragic year. The amazing network that Air Canada
established over the last years was dismantled overnight as travel restrictions due to Covid-19 literally
destroyed the industry! Massive layoffs and aircraft retirements came into effect immediately! I continued
working, although we aren't too busy. As an airplane lover/spotter/photographer, I thought that it would
become boring.
Vancouver remained open to International travel. YVR is one of very few airports that can handle overseas
flights. Through the summer, I made several trips with my trusty Canon T5i camera to join the many aircraft
spotters at YVR. There are many great vantage points around the perimeter. To me there's no better way to
spend a sunny summer day than spotting at an airport.
Some interesting aircraft go through YVR these days. All the Asian carriers Korean, Cathay Pacific, China
Eastern, Szechuan, etc. Several French airlines pass through YVR on their way to Fiji. They are Air France, Air
Tahiti Nui, and French Bee. Air India and Qatar are among these unusual appearances. Aircraft spotting has
become a popular hobby lately. Many young people are posting their photos on Instagram and Facebook etc. It is
almost competitive. Suddenly someone posts a great photo of a jetliner with Grouse mountain clearly in the
background… Jealousy sets in … Where was he/she standing to get that angle???
Hopefully this rambling article will find you well! Aviation is and always was an exciting part of my life! Hopefully
I can inspire my readers to grab a camera, read a book, watch a movie, build a model! Let's enjoy our aviation
passion together/apart!
Happy New Year! Jack Funk
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President’s Message Winter 2020
Wishing everyone all the best for the holiday season and New Year.
2020 has been a year that many would rather forget. We would all like to
move forward as quickly as possible and get life back to normal. How
ever, the break has been good for the museum and has allowed us to do a
lot of work that could only have been accomplished with difficulty if we were fully open. The gardens and
buildings have received many upgrades and necessary maintenance work, aircraft have been moved, displays
renewed and facilities such as space for ebay sales improved. We have also completed many upgrades that
are not so obvious such as our IT, strategic plan, gift shop etc.
Normally we would be looking forward to our AGM in February. The board, in consultation with volunteers,
has decided to postpone this meeting until fall 2021. This will keep all volunteers safe and hopefully allow a
fully interactive face to face meeting and election rather than a less than ideal virtual meeting. The current
board members will remain in place until then.
There is much to look forward to in 2021 including:
• The Hampton Gray memorial should be complete, landscaped, and irrigation added to the gardens to

make them easier to maintain;
• Implementing the new strategic plan;
• Three new aircraft will hopefully be added to our collection;
• We hope to firm up plans for a new hangar and to begin fund-raising;
• Perhaps later in the year we will be able to open more fully, welcome more visitors and hold some

events;
• Getting back on track with Lancaster restoration when restrictions on work space are lifted;
• More volunteers being able to return, especially Monday - Wednesday when there is room for physical

distancing;
• Resumption of our monthly volunteer lunch and other social events and activities.

Many thanks to all volunteers and members for your support. Please remember to renew your memberships
early in the New Year. Take care now and looking forward to seeing you in 2021.
David Jackson,
President BC Aviation Museum

Revised Date for the Annual General Meeting
The BCAM board carefully considered the timing of the next AGM at our December meeting. We looked at
our Constitution, Bylaws and Provincial Covid restrictions and coping strategies. After some discussion we
think that to keep all members as safe as possible and to ensure a full and democratic process that we will
postpone our Spring 2021 AGM until the Fall (23 October 2021 has been tentatively scheduled).
The current board membership and makeup will remain in place until then. As usual please feel free to contact
any board member with your feedback.
Dave Jackson, President BCAM
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Important Upcoming Dates
January - April 2021

Due to the unusual times we live in, Museum
events may be affected.
Speaker nights, volunteer lunches and other museum events are cancelled or postponed until further
notice - however, since the Norseman News is
published only four times a year, and pandemicrelated events can change almost by the week,
please continue to check happenings at the
Museum’s website or current Slipstream magazine
for dates and events.
The museum itself is currently open Thursdays
through Sundays, from 11am-3pm. Masks are now
required for everyone visiting or working at the
museum.

Noorduyn Norseman CF-KAO heading north out of
Howey Bay, Red Lake, Ontario, in September 2005. CF
-KAO is operated by Peter Hagedorn, and the pilot is
Duane Riddell. Photo was taken and submitted by
BCAM member Donald Nord. Thanks, Donald!

MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR 2021
ARE NOW DUE!
MEMBERSHIP FORM IS
ATTACHED OR ENCLOSED

De Havilland Canada - a Canadian aviation Icon for more than 90 Years
The DHC-1 to the DHC-8 by David Olsen
In 1928 the British De Havilland Aircraft Company, founded by Geoffrey De Havilland in 1920, established a Canadian subsidiary to produce the famous Fox Moth series of aircraft for the Canadian market.
Based at Downsview Ontario since 1929, Canadian owned De Havilland Canada is now the only company
left bearing the name which helped make aviation history; the British and Australian companies and
names long since swallowed up by British Aerospace (now BAE Systems) and Boeing.
De Havilland Canada (DHC) built the DH 80 Moth and like many companies struggled to exist during the
1930’s until 1939 when World War 2 changed everything. During the war, DHC built the legendary
Mosquito, the DH83 Fox Moth and the iconic DH82 Tiger Moth – which is still flying today.
De Havilland was always renowned for innovation and after World War 2 DHC embarked on its own
Canadian design and build program to address the challenges of operating in our rugged terrain and
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climate. But first, there was a need for a modern
training aircraft to replace the trusty Tiger Moth
and the DHC team came up with a winner – the
DHC-1 Chipmunk which made its first flight at
Downsview on 22 May 1946. At a stroke, Canada
produced a fully aerobatic metal monoplane
trainer and sold 1,234 aircraft around the world.

DHC-1 Chipmunk (Wikimedia Commons)

DHC then concentrated on producing a rugged STOL aircraft to cope with the harsh demands of flying
in the Canadian North and in 1947 came the first flight of what has been called “the best bush plane ever
built”. The DHC-2 Beaver was a triumph for DHC and Canadian aircraft design and with 1657 aircraft
produced it was a world beater in its class. And De Havilland Canada kept on going – since 1946 it has
produced more than 6,000 aircraft, not including legacy aircraft now being built by Viking Air.
DHC developed the Beaver into the larger DHC-3 Otter, selling 466 aircraft, then in 1958 entered the
specialized military market with the DHC-4 Caribou, its first twin-engine aircraft ( Pratt & Whitney
R2000 Wasp). 307 Caribous were built, the aerodynamic STOL capability, giving civil and military users
great operational flexibility.
The DHC-4 was developed into the enlarged turbine powered DHC-5 Buffalo which first flew on 9 April
1964. This was a remarkable aircraft; powered by 2 General Electric T64 3100 SHP turboprops, with
twice the payload of the Caribou and superior STOL performance. 126 Buffalos were built; the last
example, a DHC-5D was delivered to the Kenya Air Force in December 1986. The US Army bought
4 DHC-5s and might well have bought many more but for a sudden change in US military procurement
policy after the first aircraft were delivered.
The Buffalo has special meaning in
Canadian military history. On 9th August
1974 a Canadian Forces DHC-5 (Buffalo
461), flying in UN colours was shot down by
three Syrian missiles while enroute from
Beirut to Damascus with the loss of all nine
Canadian servicemen on board. They
became known as “the Buffalo nine” and
there are memorials to them at the Canadian
DHC-5 Buffalo (Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum)
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War Museum and in Calgary. This was the

largest single loss of Canadian lives on a UN peacekeeping mission, a role in which Canada has a proud
history. The Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum has a DHC-5, in UN colours, numbered Buffalo 461,
dedicated to the thousands of Canadians who have served on UN Missions.
Meanwhile, in the civil/general market DHC broke new ground with the first flight of the DHC-6 Twin
Otter on 20 May 1965 – the first DHC civil turboprop; twin engines and made possible by the Pratt &
Whitney Canada (PWC) 550 SHP PT6A-20 engine. The Twin Otter became another international legend,
selling 844 aircraft in 76 countries, the largest selling 19 seat turboprop in its class, in service from the
Arctic to the Antarctic. From 1969 the aircraft was upgraded to the DHC-6-300 with 680SHP PT6A-27
engines. Today the Twin Otter is back in production as the new-build Viking Air Twin Otter 400, with
21st century upgrades.
Based on experience with the Twin Otter, DHC entered the feeder/regional airliner market with the first
flight of the DHC-7 four engine turboprop on 27 March 1975. With airport noise restrictions increasing
and a new market of service into small airports, DHC’s reputation for innovation came into play again.
With oversized four-bladed propellors geared to produce low rotation speed with no decrease in thrust
and thus low noise levels, plus the ability for steep (7.5 degrees) approaches and departures, the DHC-7
made city centre airports a reality. London City airport in the UK was made possible by the DHC-7; with
the DHC-7 proving flight into what was literally a demolition zone in London docklands by ex-Royal
Navy carrier pilot Captain Harry Gee and then the first commercial flight to Paris from the new airport
on 26 October 1987.
A total of 113 DHC-7s were built and many are still in service. However, except in special cases regional
airliner requirements are not STOL critical and two engines are more economical than four, so DHC
moved swiftly and with NorOntair introduced the DHC-8 twin turboprop in 1984 – the famous “Dash
8”. The rest is history and almost 1300 aircraft have been built to date; 671 Dash 8 Classics (100-200-300)
powered by PW100 engines and over 600 Q400s (Q=quiet). With six bladed propellors and PWC
5,000SHP PW150 engines, the Q400 is a familiar sight at airports worldwide.
In 1974, with UK owners Hawker Siddeley undergoing re-organization (finally becoming British Aerospace - now BAe Systems), the Canadian Government purchased De Havilland Canada. In 1986,
Canada sold DHC to Boeing, receiving guarantees - subsequently not honoured and leading to
“re-patriation” of the company to Canada in 1992 by Bombardier and the Ontario Government.
The De Havilland Canada story continues with the reorganized company now owned by Longview
Capital and still based at Downsview, producing the Q-400 and looking at possible variants as markets
evolve. All the DHC pre-Q-400 type certificates are with Viking Air of Victoria, also owned by
Longview.
As it approaches 100 years of aircraft manufacture, De Havilland Canada has established a reputation
for Canada of reliability, quality and efficiency in that most safety critical of engineering and operational
disciplines – aviation.
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A Cotton Tale by Doug Rollins
When Victoria Maginnis was only a few month old, she was
given a small, stuffed toy animal; a droop-eared rabbit
named Bunny. A constant plaything, the toy went with
Victoria on family holidays, and even accompanied her on
the first day of school. As Victoria’s father, Jim Maginnis,
was a pilot with the Royal Air Force, it was common for the
family to be posted to different bases, and wherever they
went, so did Bunny. As a result, over the years the little
rabbit got to many locations around Britain, Spain, Germany
and even New York City. Then, in 2009 when her
father was posted to Kandahar, Afghanistan, Victoria sneaked Bunny into his pack. As she later
explained, “I just wanted to make sure that he had a little piece of home with him”. And so
Bunny completed a full tour of hazardous duty as a ride-along in a Blackburn Buccaneer
deployed in the ground attack role. Bunny proved to be a great comfort to Victoria’s father,
who later admitted, “I was tired, I was miserable, I was fed up, And there [Bunny] was, just
sitting in the middle of Kandahar, looking up at me.”
Once safely back home, the little rabbit was frequently borrowed for flips on Buccaneers,
Wessex helicopters and RAF transports. Now a grown adult, Victoria, (and Bunny), emigrated
to Canada in 2017 and settled in the Toronto area. When her father came over for a visit in
November of 2019, Victoria surprised him with a flight on one of only two flying Avro Lancaster bombers remaining in the world. This one is operated by the Canadian Warbird Heritage
Museum in Hamilton, Ontario. And naturally, according to tradition, Bunny had to make the
flip as well. Mid-flight, Jim Maginnis had a great idea. Climbing into the mid-upper gun turret,
he plunked Bunny down on top of the guns and prepared to take a photo for Victoria. Just then
the Lancaster banked into a turn, the air pressure changed, there was a sharp ‘pop’, and Bunny
disappeared.
Unbelievably, Bunny had been sucked
right through the open gun-traverse slots
in the turret and was now gone! "You're
two-and-a-half thousand feet in a
Lancaster doing about a 150-160 knots —
and there's not a thing you can do”,
Maginnis explained. “It's not like being in
a car where you can stop and pick it up."
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When the plane landed it was thoroughly searched, but there was no sign of Bunny; it was
obvious to all that the rabbit had actually been sucked out of the unpressurized turret. The
Lancaster even took off and retraced its route along the North Shore to Burlington in a vain
attempt to spot the missing lagomorph. Nothing. Helpless to do anything about it, Jim dreaded
telling his daughter that her precious toy rabbit had disappeared. "It was the most awful
experience of my life," he said. "There were tears on both sides."
Feeling awful, and determined to at least do something, that weekend Jim took Victoria out to the
approximate area where Bunny had vanished. It was sparsely-populated terrain, with woods,
thickets, marshes and many open fields. This was a long-shot, but at least they were doing
something. Walking the remote roads they saw other people doing the same, and many drivers
stopped to ask if they were searching for the missing rabbit. Their unique story had gained
traction on social media, and a number of people were trying to help. But it was all for naught,
and they were forced to conclude that after more than 25 years, Bunny was now gone for good.
Two weeks later, a ladder was placed against a large building with one of the few flat roofs in the
Burlington outskirts; the CAMA Woodlands Long-Term Care Home. Clambering onto the roof to
perform a routine service call were Kevin Vanderwal and Rob Pearce; two HVAC technicians.
Approaching the big industrial compressor, the pair were surprised to discover something
patiently waiting for them; the missing rabbit!
“The bunny was sitting right there on the ductwork” Vanderwal said, adding that his colleague
instantly recognized it as the missing toy.
“It was sitting upright, almost looking at us. It was
kinda’ creepy”, Vanderwale stated with a laugh.
Vanderwal said that the discovery was a case of being in
the right place at the right time – and some good aim on
Bunny’s part. The care home is surrounded by bush, and
if the rabbit had landed anywhere else it would likely
never have been found. He added “The odds of finding
that there [on the roof] were just like a million to one”
her social media account “Bunny’s coming home (and
staying on the ground!)”. And so, after a final flight on a
vintage Lancaster, Bunny’s flying days are over, but it remains a valued part of the family.
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Who Am I? I am a figure involved in aviation (and other things). Can you guess who I am from the clues below? Submit your
answer to norsemannews@bcam.net to gain recognition (verbal only, alas) in the next newsletter!
1. I was born in eastern Canada a few years before the start of the Great Depression.
2. Too young to fight in the Second World War, instead I joined the Air Cadets part way through the war.
This led to the first time I left the ground, as a cadet-passenger in an RCAF Avro Anson.
3. Cost was always an object, and I was only able to pay for a half-hour at a time, but I was able to score hours toward my
private licence. Never mind “8 Hours to Solo”, I made my first solo after fewer than four hours.
4. The military was not recruiting in the immediate postwar years, so I kept at private flying and eventually acquired a commercial licence, intending to become a bush pilot.
5. When the RCAF began actively recruiting in 1950, I followed some friends and joined up. This was the beginning of a long
and interesting career with Canada’s air force, where I spent many years in the pilot’s seat.
The correct answer to the last issue’s Who Am I is (of course!) Alfred Keith “Skeets” Ogilvie. Correct answers (only three!) were
supplied, in order, by Cheryl Thorpe, Keith Ogilvie (yes, relation) and Geoff Hallett . Congratulations all!

The British Columbia Aviation Museum
1910 Norseman Road, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5V5
Ph. 250 655 3300 Website: www.bcam.net
Your Board of Directors:
President:

Dave Jackson

250 656 0254

davejackson@bcam.net

Vice President:

Mike Ingram

250 881 2660

mikeingram@bcam.net

Secretary:

Mac Duffield

250 655 3855

macduffield@bcam.net

Treasurer:

Bob Saunders

250 652 2574

accounts@bcam.net

Directors :

Russ Hudson

250 656 5173

russhudson@bcam.net

Grant Hopkins

250 216 5267

granthopkins@bcam.net

Pat Phillips

250 652 4201

patphillips@bcam.net

Other Very Nearly Important People:
Aircraft Archives/Librarian:

Doug Rollins

250 655 4184

library@bcam.net

Artifacts:

Brian Hay

250 655 3187

artifacts@bcam.net

Membership Records:

Norm Dressler

250 656 3771

membership@bcam.net

Volunteer Co-Ordinator:

Jan Lewis

250 665 6062

janlewis@bcam.net

Restoration Shop Manager

Clive Sparks

250 889 8040

clivesparks@bcam.net

Gift Shop Team (4 volunteers):

Eleanore Arkesteyn

250 656 4589

giftshop@bcam.net

Norseman Newsletter:

Dave Byrnes

778 848 4677

norsemannews@bcam.net

Norseman Room Rental:

Barbara Gilbert

250 655 3794

inquiries@bcam.net

Ground Maintenance:

Sally Atton

250 656 9464

robatton@shaw.ca

eBay Sales

Sandy Peel

250 658 5171

sandypeel@bcam.net

Please contact Editor at: norsemannews@bcam.net with your ideas and comments for our future newsletters
or in writing to
The Editor, Norseman News, BCAM, 1910 Norseman Road, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5V5 CANADA
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British Columbia Aviation Museum
2021 Membership Renewal
Please complete the form below and either bring into the Museum, or send by post.
(Please do not send cash in the post.)
Name:_______________________________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________________________
City:_______________________________________

Prov/State:_______________ Country:_________

Postal Code:_________________________________ Telephone:( )____________-_______________
Email:________________________________________________________________________________
Newsletter Preference: Email: ( ) Post: ( )
Membership type:

New Member: ( )

Single $35.00 ( )
Family $50.00 ( )

Renewal: ( )

Single Life Membership: $350.00 ( )
Family Life Membership: $500.00 ( )
1910 Norseman Road, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5V5
(250) 655 3300
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