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Missing MiG Mystery 

Summer 2020 

   Mysterious Mils 
Kamov & Ilyushin 

In mid June, aviation buffs in Victoria 

were treated to the sight of a Russian 

Ilyushin Il-76TD landing on a bright 

sunny day. This giant of the sky was 

here to transport one of Vancouver 

Island Helicopters Kamov-52 coaxial 

rotor helicopters to Indonesia. The 

Ilyushin is owned and operated by 

Volga Dnepr. It is a modernized and 

ICAO compliant version of the old Il-76 Candid used by the Soviet air force during the 

cold war. The Kamov helicopter will be used to fight forest fires in Indonesia.  

The spectacle of Russian aircraft lifting Russian helicopters reminded me of something that 

happened years ago when I worked at Edmonton International airport. One cold February 

afternoon in the late eighties, I was leaving for home. I couldn't believe my eyes. Parked by 

a hangar were two Russian helicopters. One was a Mil 8 (Hip) transport the other a Mil 24 

(Hind) attack helicopter. These choppers were painted in bright blue and white colors 

instead of their usual drab camouflage. A day later an Antonov 124 (Condor) arrived. This 

huge aircraft was marshaled into a confined ramp area. The turn radius was so tight that 

the right main landing gear was damaged. There it sat for 10 days while the crew figured 

out a fix. Then the Hip and the Hind were loaded into the cavernous cargo hold of the 

Antonov. Then in the middle of a snow 

storm off they went into a black Alberta sky! 

Nothing was ever explained. Where did 

these choppers come from? What was with 

the colorful paint jobs? Where did they go in 

the dead of winter? I guess it is just another 

unexplained aviation mystery! 

Jack Funk 
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Members Lost... 

Our British Columbia Aviation Museum has recently lost a number of volunteers who have 

contributed greatly to the advancement of the Museum and to our collective enjoyment of 

membership and volunteering. Given the age demographic of our community we should expect 

attrition but these recent losses are especially painful given the significant contribution of the 

individuals and the current community health concerns. They are greatly missed and we extend 

our sympathy to their families and loved ones.  

Gary Rankin 

Gary Rankin slipped away from us on March 16. He was a long-

time member and active volunteer at the Museum. Always proud of 

his navy career, Gary was clearly very interested in all things  

aviation related, and spent many productive hours in the  

Restoration Hangar. Gary was an avid modeller and among his 

scale model work are the Hampton Gray Corsair and the P-51  

Mustang in the Memorial Room, and the de Havilland Otter in the 

Lobby. He also worked on the tail-plane for the Avro Anson and the 

interior of the Westwind. A reliable and consistent volunteer, he 

typified the dedication and talent that make this place work.  

Member since 1993. 

Dave Poole 

We lost Dave Poole on April 17. Dave was a long-time volunteer at 

the Museum and made a big difference. A talented woodworker 

and restorer, Dave led or contributed significantly to many projects 

for the Museum that will endure as a testament to his work. Among 

these are the storage room in the Henderson Hanger, the book-

shelves for the Library, the Hall of Fame Display, and the Hoffar 

Replica Project. Dave was also a serving member of the Board of  

Directors, and always one to step up for the Open House, Volunteer 

Lunches and other events. And to boot, he was a talented cook 

whose contributions to the Pot Luck suppers were greatly admired 

and appreciated, not to mention the thorough post-work debriefings 

at Mary’s Bleue Moon Restaurant. Member since 2011. 

Bob Bell 

It was with great sorrow that we learned of Bob’s passing on April 20. For many years Bob, with 

his friend Ted Coombes, (another long-serving member), would take the ferry from Salt Spring 

Island, work all day at the Museum, and then go for a late lunch at Mary’s before  

returning home. Bob was often accompanied by his beloved and photogenic Scottie dogs.  
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A licensed mechanic, Bob was devoted to restoration work, and with 

Ted, specialized in aircraft fabric application. They patiently passed 

their important knowledge and skills to a new generation of volunteers 

who have carried on their tradition of excellence. Over the years Bob 

worked on many major projects which have become highlights of the 

Museum. These include the Avro Anson, Noorduyn Norseman and 

Auster AOP6. Bob’s skill, dedication and comradery represent volun-

teerism at its best. He has provided a role model for others to fol-

low. Member Since 2000. 

Larry LePard 

On April 22 we lost yet another pillar of the BC Aviation Museum.  

Larry served for many years as a member of the Board of Directors, and 

as Vice-President. Managing the Restoration Hangar, Larry was to be 

found most days busily engaged in one project or another. His  

mechanical skills were vital to operating the man-lift and aircraft tug, 

getting the museum firetruck running, and keeping our Jeep  

operational. Larry’s mechanical knowledge and skills, plus his practical 

approach to problem solving served the Museum well. He was active in 

the planning and implementation of our annual Open House and was 

usually the person who positioned our aircraft for the event and  

shoehorned them back into the hangar after. Larry made a huge  

contribution toward keeping the Museum running smoothly and we 

will miss him greatly. Member since 2009. 

Alan Witcombe 

Sadly, we noted the passing of another long-serving volunteer at the BC 

Aviation Museum on April 29. Over the years, Alan constructed many 

display stands and permanent exhibits, assisted with the handling of the 

Art Collection, helped with the layout of the Norseman Room, and  

sorted uniforms and flight gear. He played a big role in building the  

Fugo balloon display and constructed wing ribs for the Hoffar replica 

project. Alan also volunteered with the local air cadet squadron. An  

endearingly mischievous character, Alan had a friendly smile and was 

always willing to participate in an ongoing conversation. If ever there 

was a need to launch a rumour or initiate a campaign around the Museum, Alan could be found in 

the thick of it and always with a twinkle in his eye. He was also an enthusiastic participant in the 

post-work debriefings held at Mary’s Restaurant. Without Alan the Museum is a quieter place and 

we miss him very much. Member since 2008. 
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Hello everyone, it has been a difficult few months for all of us with little 

good news. We lost some dear friends and long time volunteers. The 

museum has been closed to all visitors for 4 months and we had to cancel 

events including the VE Day Dance, Open House, corporate events etc.  

However the future looks much brighter! The board has decided that the 

museum will open 04 July. At first we will have a “soft opening” with limited opening days and hours which will 

be expanded if all goes well. A lot of measures have been put in place to ensure that volunteers and visitors 

will be safe. Everything from closing hands on areas, to signage, one way routes, protective equipment, safety 

plans, sign in procedure, additional hand sanitizer etc. have been put in place. No doubt some changes will be 

required as we gain experience when our first visitors arrive, but we are as safe as we can be.  

During the lock down a small number of volunteers has been able to work in (and outside) the museum 

respecting physical distancing measures. A lot has been achieved that would not have been possible with the 

museum open to visitors. 

• Gardens look lovely and we will have a spectacular display of sunflowers soon  

• External storage areas have been cleared out and tidied up  

• The taxiway has been scraped and levelled  

• Main entrance and gift store have been renovated and new fixtures installed  

• Washrooms and the corridor approach have been painted and new art work installed  

• The entrance area to the washrooms has been painted and new displays installed  

• The Norseman Room has been painted and new artwork installed, new lighting courtesy of a grant from 

the Municipality of North Saanich has made the room brighter and more inviting  

• The entrance to the Restoration Hangar has been painted and a new display on aerial firefighting is under 

construction  

• Many displays in both hangars have been spruced up and now look neater and tidier. Several engines have 

been moved into the main hangar to have a better context and to better use space  

• In the Henderson Hangar the Luscombe now “flies” above visitors on a space saving stand  

• The ebay team has continued to generate much needed funds  

• The area immediately inside the hangar entrance doors is being painted and will hopefully be finished 

(fingers crossed)  

• The Norseman rudder has been removed and is being recovered  

• The man (person?) lift has been started and is now working, it is also now stored undercover  

• The aircraft tug has been started and relocated to the Henderson Hangar (we do need some volunteers 

willing to do some maintenance work on this vehicle)  

• A new Clarke tractor has been acquired thanks to Heritage Acres, it would be great to get this running and 

repainted  

• The board is working on a couple of new aircraft acquisition projects, more news to follow……. 

So as you can see there is a lot that is new to see and for visitors to experience. There are many projects for 

volunteers to work on when people feel safe to do so. My thanks to all those people who have worked so 

hard to make these changes happen and I look forward to visitors and volunteers returning and making this 

work worthwhile. 

Stay safe,  

Dave Jackson, President BC Aviation Museum 
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Calendar for Board Meetings 

July - September 

July 16 

August 13 

September 10 

Important Upcoming Dates 

July - September 2020 

Due to the unusual times we live in, 

Museum events may be affected. 

The museum itself is opening on July 4, Saturdays 

and Sundays only, from 11am-3pm. Please continue 

to check happenings at the Museum’s website or the 

current Slipstream magazine for events! 

July 23 Members’ Meeting Volunteer Lunch  

   CANCELLED 

July 25 Open House POSTPONED 

Aug 15 Membership Summer Barbecue 

   CANCELLED 

Aug 20 Members’ Meeting Volunteer Lunch  

   CANCELLED 

Sept 16 Speaker Night * 

Sept 17 Members’ Meeting Volunteer Lunch  

   (Subject to cancellation)  

* Speaker Night: Please check the latest issue of Slip-

stream, or the News and Events page of the  

Museum’s web site (www.bcam.net) for updates - 

cancellations are still possible! 

BCAM’s Strategic Planning Committee 

Strategic Planning Committee..... have you heard about it? The BC Aviation Museum Board of Di-

rectors appointed a 6 person committee to prepare a new Strategic plan for the future of the Muse-

um. Steve Gordon, Andrew Macauley, Sandy Peel, Mac Duffield and Chairman Clive Sparks are 

being assisted by Ken Baker an outside facilitator, thankfully donating his expertise on the subject.  

The committee has prepared a survey which will be available by E-mail or through the BCAM 

Website from July 1st to July 21st. After analysis of the survey, the Strategic plan will be developed 

by year end and will plot the course of the museum for the next decade. It will NOT be mailed. It 

can be filled out using computer, tablet or cell phone. If you have none of those you can visit the 

Museum to use a computer and receive assistance. Please phone ahead (250-655-3300) because Museum 

hours are erratic due to the pandemic. 

The museum is at an important crossroads. Public interest in the BCAM is at an all- time high. The 

Museum’s approval rating is among the highest of BC visitor attractions. The downside is that the 

collection is much too large for its existing buildings. Sadly, a larger than usual number of dedicat-

ed volunteers have recently passed away. We cannot continue without a strong work force to pick 

up their load. Its time think seriously about the Museum's future. This is your chance to have a say 

about what might change at the BCAM. Seize the moment and provide your thoughtful input.  
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A Century of Fright Part Two:  On to Victoria! by Doug Rollins 

One hundred years ago in October, 1920, the first crossing of Canada by airplane was completed. For that  

historic event, British Columbia was the finish line, and Victoria figured prominently in the undertaking. This is the 

story of that adventure and of Victoria’s role in it.  

On the afternoon of October 17, 1920, a DH-9 biplane piloted by Lieutenant-Colonel A. Tylee and Captain A.C. 

Thompson wheezed into Richmond BC and landed on a racetrack. It had been a long, difficult and hazardous flight 

from Merritt, BC, fighting fog, snow and wind all the way. However, this marked the triumphant culmination of 

the first journey by airplane across Canada. It had been a 10-day epic trek that started from Halifax,  

involved more than 49 flying hours and required the use of five different aircraft. More dangers than ever  

imagined and been faced, but with this landing just outside Vancouver, that historic aviation ‘first’ had now been 

achieved. Or had it?  

Two days later, at a dinner in a swanky downtown Vancouver hotel held in honour of the airmen, the point was 

made that while the trans-Canada flight had been declared complete, in reality the crossing should properly  

terminate at Victoria, BC; the provincial capital. Tylee, put on the spot, diplomatically stated that while this might 

be true, a Vancouver to Victoria flight was impossible as even now the DH-9 was being dismantled to be shipped 

by rail back to Moose Jaw. This seemed to put an end to that idea.  

However, Tylee had not reckoned with 

the enthusiasm and determination of 

one Mr. Norman Yarrow, the  

President of the BC Advisory Air 

Council to the Air Board. Earlier he 

had secured a verbal agreement from 

RCAF Station, Jericho Beach, to lend 

one of their Curtis HS-2L flying boats, 

and with it the trans-Canada flight 

could be finished in a true and proper 

fashion. They would fly to Victoria. The plan came together rapidly at the dinner; making the trip would be Colo-

nel Robert Leckie, who would fly the plane, accompanied by Commodore A. R. Tylee, Captain G.A.  

Thompson, and Captain G.M. Dean. On arrival at Victoria they would be greeted by civic, military and air force 

delegates. At a luncheon in Government House they would present Lieutenant-Governor E.G. Prior with official 

letters collected on the trans-Canada flight from various mayors. Also expected to be in attendance was Premier 

John Oliver. After the luncheon there would be a short flight back to Vancouver in time for tea in the Officers 

Mess. Victoria, on nearby Vancouver Island, was less than 60 miles away. What could go wrong?  

And so, on the very next morning, October 20, 1920, the intrepid quartet departed Jericho Beach Air Station at 

11:15 am., heading for Esquimalt Harbour. They had delayed their take-off as long as possible to allow a thick sea 

fog to lift, but now they had to go in order to keep their scheduled luncheon appointment with the Lieutenant 

Governor. Meanwhile, over in Victoria, the official welcoming party had been huddled on the dock since mid-

morning and was still anxiously awaiting their arrival. Sure enough, the Curtiss had promptly flown straight into 

thick fog and was now seriously lost. When the aircraft did not appear, the committee asked the wireless station 

to send out word for nearby steamers to look for the missing aircraft.  

At 12:15 pm the machine was reported flying over Friday Harbour, in the San Juan Islands, headed south. Some 

fifteen minutes later it was reported circling the steamer Dollar Grace, just nine miles from Victoria, but then 

headed south, towards Puget Sound. At 12:45 another steamer reported the aircraft still heading towards the 

A Curtiss HS-2L at Jericho Beach 
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Sound. It eventually put down at Port Townsend, on the northern tip of Puget Sound. Then, after receiving direc-

tions and following a spot of lunch, it departed at 3:10 pm. Hugging the shoreline, it flew west to Port Angeles and 

landed for more directions. At last came some good news; the aircraft was reported to have left Port Angeles at 

4:45 pm, with instructions to fly north-east; Victoria was just across the strait. Meanwhile, the welcoming party, 

who had been on the Esquimalt dock since the mid-morning, knew that the Curtiss was now only a few minutes 

flying time away. So they started a pool, with the pot going to the first person to spot the arriving aircraft. Freshly 

enthused, the Committee eagerly scanned the skies for the wayward aircraft’s appearance, which never came.  

Finally, just past 8 pm that evening, word came that the seaplane had landed 

at Andrew’s Cove, a small town back in the San Juan Islands. Directed by 

the Port Angeles locals to fly north-east, once again the flyers had become 

lost in the thick fog and missed Victoria entirely. Now armed with yet an-

other set of directions, their departure was foiled by a dead battery and 

they were stuck on San Juan Island for the night. With that the pot was 

abandoned and the fatigued welcome party returned home.  

The next day, just after noon on October 21, the big flying boat finally 

pulled up to the Esquimalt wharf, and was greeted politely by the weary 

official party, led by Mr. Yarrow himself, who had come over to Victoria by 

boat the previous evening. After a lunch provided by Mr. Yarrow in a near-

by café, the flyers dropped by Government House and finally presented 

their letters of greeting from mayors of towns they had visited across Can-

ada. That afternoon the flyers  

returned to Vancouver by boat, and two days later headed back home by train. Their Curtiss flying boat was left 

behind at the wharf in Esquimalt to be retrieved by staff from Jericho Beach.  

With this, the first crossing of Canada by air limped to an inglorious end 100 years ago. Most accounts of the feat 

neglect to mention the improvised Vancouver to Victoria leg; but this flight only added to the legendary 1920 effort 

to fly the entire breadth of the second largest country on earth. In all it had been an ordeal lasting more than two 

weeks, had required six different aircraft to complete, and exposed the flyers to many dangers and bouts of foul 

weather, but it was done. Obviously, to make air travel practical, much improvement in aircraft design was needed, 

as was an entire infrastructure of airports, navigation devices and service facilities. It would take almost 20 years to 

put all of this in place, but in 1939 the government-owned Trans-Canada Airlines would finally make the dream a 

reality with regularly-scheduled routes from sea to sea. Meanwhile, all who had contributed to this epic first  

crossing of Canada by air could take solace in having blazed the trail a century ago. We, who enjoy the many bene-

fits of air travel today, say thank you. 

BC Aviation Museum Retirement Announcement:  

Marcus, Guard Cat and Mascot, May 2020 

Marcus spent the last ten years welcoming visitors to the Museum, but post-

Covid, missed the crowds. With the uncertainty of what the future would bring, 

the difficult decision was made to move him out, and thankfully we were able to 

find a forever home for him where he has settled in beautifully and has a new 

feline companion. We will miss his unique personality and affectionate nature, 

along with an unparalled ability to keep the mice population at bay in two large 

airplane hangars. An online donation to Marcus’s retirement fund can be made 

at the Museum’s website, and a donation box will be placed at the lobby once 

we reopen. In the meantime, we wish Marcus a happy and healthy retirement.  
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The British Columbia Aviation Museum 

1910 Norseman Road, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5V5  

Ph. 250 655 3300 Website: www.bcam.net 

Your Board of Directors: 

President:    Dave Jackson   250 656 0254  recce55@shaw.ca 

Vice President:   Mike Ingram    250 881 2660  mikeingram@vicair.net  

Secretary:    Mac Duffield   250 655 3855  bcam.mac@gmail.com 

Treasurer:    Bob Saunders   250 652 2574  accounts@bcam.net  

Directors :    Russ Hudson   250 656 5173  inquiries@bcam.net 

     Grant Hopkins  250 216 5267  snikpohtnarg@hotmail.com 

     Pat Phillips   250 652 4201  patphillips@bcam.net 

Other Very Nearly Important People:    

Aircraft Archives/Librarian:   Doug Rollins   250 655 4184  library@bcam.net  

Artifacts:    Brian Hay   250 655 3187  artifacts@bcam.net  

Membership Records:  Norm Dressler  250 656 3771  membership@bcam.net  

Volunteer Co-Ordinator:  Jan Lewis   250 665 6062  j6877lewis@gmail.com 

Gift Shop Team (4 volunteers): Eleanore Arkesteyn  250 656 4589  giftshop@bcam.net  

Norseman Newsletter:  Dave Byrnes   250 743 3331  norsemannews@bcam.net 

Norseman Room Rental:  Barbara Gilbert  250 655 3794  inquiries@bcam.net   

Ground Maintenance:  Sally Atton   250 656 9464 

eBay Sales    Sandy Peel   250 658 5171  b.c.aviationmuseum@gmail.com 

Please contact Editor at: norsemannews@bcam.net with your ideas and comments for our future newsletters 

or in writing to  

The Editor, Norseman News, BCAM, 1910 Norseman Road, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5V5 CANADA 

Who Am I? I am a figure involved in aviation (and other things). Can you guess who I am from the clues below? Submit 

your answer to norsemannews@bcam.net to gain recognition (verbal only, alas) in the next newsletter!  

1. I was born in India in the late 19th century but returned to England as a baby when my mother died after giving birth 

to me.  

2. I studied geography at Oxford but then became more attracted to archeology after being encouraged by my instruc-

tors. I was working on a dig in southern England when the First World War began, and I enlisted in the army.  

3. I became sick in the trenches and was invalided back to England. I returned to the army but applied to join the Royal 

Flying Corps and was accepted. On my first flight with the RFC, I was attacked by a German fighter and badly shot in 

the foot.  

4. Once again, after another recuperation in England, I returned to the RFC. My craft was forced down in German-held 

territory and this time I was captured and became a POW for the duration.  

5. After the war I returned to civilian life, and was able to combine my two endeavours – flying and archeology – into a 

satisfying career, publishing several books and becoming an acknowledged leader in my field. 

Correct answers to last issue’s Who Am I, Jacqueline Auriol, were submitted by (in order) Tom Ball, who also identified the 

Short Belfast; Allan Botting, who identified the mystery aviator; and Steve Nichol, who IDed the airplane. Congrats! 
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