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Missing MiG Mystery 

Spring 2020 

Applauding the Bri�sh Columbia Avia�on Museum Volunteers 

Na�onal Volunteer Week is being celebrated across Canada from April 19 to 25, 2020. The theme is “It’s 

me to applaud this country’s volunteers”. What a be�er me to recognize the significant contribuon of 

the BC Aviaon Museum volunteers! The Museum is dedicated to preserving aircra', and those who work in 

the Restoraon Hangar share their skills in areas such as sheet metal, welding, electronics, mechanics, 

hydraulics and carpentry, to name a few. We see the results of their efforts throughout the Museum.  

Beyond the Restoraon Hangar, volunteers contribute in many different ways. The Museum plays an 

important role in restoring and preserving aviaon arfacts, and currently houses an extensive collecon of 

artwork, models, uniforms, maps, medals and other interesng relics. These items require painstaking care 

and a�enon and detailed record keeping. We have a very acve library with thousands of books, 

magazines, flight-related DVDs and videos. Specialists and generalists assess and catalogue the constant flow 

of materials that we acquire. Arfacts and books that are not needed are evaluated by a team of experts and 

adversed on eBay. Once sold, they require careful packing for transportaon.  

The Museum strives to maintain top quality displays of aircra', engines, children’s acvies and much more, 

which involves a concerted effort by another group of dedicated people. Open 362 days a year (in normal 

�mes!), the Museum has cashiers daily to greet visitors and handle gi' shop sales. Our visitors are offered a 

personal tour, and tour guides are there on a daily basis to provide this.  

Another area involving a strong volunteer effort is the maintenance of the buildings. Teams of cleaners, 

gardeners, painters, etc. fill a valuable role in ensuring that the Museum always looks its best. We also have 

volunteers who are developing an educaon program, which will offer classes to younger aviaon 

enthusiasts. The Museum holds two large events a year – Kids Fest and the Open House, which are planned 

and organized by two energec commi�ees, and supported by numerous volunteers. We welcome many 

visitors daily and at our events, thanks to those who maintain the website and handle publicity and 

markeng.  

Another group has developed You Tube videos that highlight aspects of the Museum, adding to our publicity 

efforts. The Museum is overseen by the Board of Directors, who work to ensure that the Museum is a safe 

and heathy environment, and that the best decisions are made in a fiscally responsible manner. We have 

regular volunteer lunches, a speaker series, the monthly Slipstream along with this publicaon, the 

Norseman News, all requiring planning and effort.  

Finally, we have a volunteer cat, Marcus, who does what cats do! As a 100% volunteer-run 

organizaon we are unique, and the Museum would not be where it is today without the 

reless work of volunteers over the past 32 years. It’s �me to applaud this Museum’s 

volunteers! 

Jan Lewis  

BCAM Volunteer Coordinator 
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Hello everyone, I hope that you are all managing to stay well in these 

challenging times. No one expected that we would be living in days where a 

good rousing Winston Churchill speech would be most welcome. 

The board, in discussion with others, made a timely decision to close the 

museum. We hope that this will help slow the spread of this virus and keep 

our volunteers safe. We have also postponed, but NOT cancelled, many of the events that we had planned. A 

lot of work has gone into these, especially the VE Day dance which was shaping up into being an amazing event 

with over 20 WW2 veterans being honoured and in attendance. Hopefully we will be able to find a time when 

this can take place later this summer. Planning for our annual Open House is proceeding, though the late July 

time frame may not be achievable.  

We are fortunate and can thank previous boards and museum members that we are in a good financial 

position. However we will have to be careful to ensure that we remain in the black as we still have bills to pay 

and reduced money coming in.  

Please be advised that Marcus is being well looked after. A dedicated group of his most ardent fans are 

ensuring that he is being well fed, taken care of, and receiving plenty of attention.  

A small number of volunteers are working in the museum to ensure all that is well and that we can continue to 

improve our facilities and displays. We are taking very good care to ensure adequate distancing, frequent hand 

washing and all other precautions. For example a lot of work has been done in the garden. Spring cleaning has 

also occurred particularly with respect to our external storage areas resulting in a lot of useless material being 

discarded in favour of useful storage space. I encourage everyone to help keep all museum areas neat, clean 

and tidy. Please check with the board before donating any additional items that you may feel that we could use 

rather than just bringing stuff in and finding a corner to put it in.  

Please stay safe and we will keep all our members and volunteers as up to date as we can with regards to any 

changes. 

Dave Jackson 

President BCAM 

BCAM SPEAKER NIGHTS CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Out of an abundance of caution and in support of our community to minimize the risk of spreading COVID-19, 

the BC Aviation Museum will be closed to the public immediately. As a result, until further notice, all Speaker 

Night events are cancelled until further notice. The decision to cancel was not taken lightly and is based on the 

latest information being released by regional, provincial and federal public health authorities.  

We know that seniors are at high risk of serious illness due to COVID-19 and want to ensure the safety of our 

community, volunteers and visitors. Being socially responsible we want to do our part to help promote ‘social 

distancing’ to prevent or slow the spread of this virus. As this is a fluid situation, we will remain closed until we 

receive further notice that it is safe to re-open the BC Aviation Museum and resume our regular monthly 

Speaker Nights.  

Please see our website for more information and updates, at: www.bcam.net. We apologize for any inconven-

ience this may cause, but we are sure that you will agree that we must all work together to address this diffi-

cult situation. Thank you for your understanding and continued support. Please look after yourselves and each 

other. 
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Calendar for Board Meetings 

April - July 

April 16 

May 14 

June 11 

July 16 

Important Upcoming Dates 

April - July 2020 

Due to the unusual times we live in, 

Museum events are either postponed 

or cancelled.  

The museum itself is closed until further notice. 

Please continue to check happenings at the  

Museum’s website or the current Slipstream  

magazine for events! 

April 23 Volunteer Lunch/Members Meeting  

  CANCELLED  

May 1 Start Summer Hours 

  CHECK MUSEUM WEBSITE FOR   

  REOPENING INFORMATION  

May 9 Victory Dinner and Dance 

  POSTPONED TIL FURTHER NOTICE 

May 21 Members’ Meeting - Volunteer Lunch 

  CANCELLED 

June 18 Members’ Meeting - Volunteer Lunch 

July 23 Members’ Meeting Volunteer Lunch 

July 25 Open House 

Memorial Honouring Lt Robert Hampton Gray, VC, DSC, RCNVR 

A group of “Old Navy Guys” have initiated a project to establish a significant Memorial/Monument to honour 

“Hammy” Gray in cooperation with the BC Aviation Museum and Naval Assn of Canada which will be erected at 

the BCAM and unveiled on 9 Aug, 2020. Lt Gray, from Nelson, BC, joined the Royal Canadian Navy Volunteer Re-

serve in 1940, trained as a Pilot and then served with the Royal Navy Fleet Air Arm and while aboard the Carrier, 

HMS Formidable, in 1944 he was “Mentioned in Despatches” for his courageous attacks on the Battleship Tirpitz; 

he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) for leading attacks on the Japanese Navy in July, 1945; and, 

he was awarded the Victoria Cross (VC), posthumously, for his fearless attack in sinking a Japanese Destroyer on 9 

Aug, 1945, at which he perished as his Corsair was shot down in the encounter. Lt Gray was the last Canadian to 

be awarded the VC, the highest award for valour in the Commonwealth, and the only aviator from BC ever so hon-

oured. It is therefore most appropriate to have a significant Memorial at the BCAM in remembrance of this intrepid 

Second World War Pilot.  

The ceremony on 9 Aug will be the 75th anniversary of “Hammy’s” valorous deed only days before the war’s end. 

The Project Manager is retired Navy Capt Terry Milne, assisted by other “Old Navy Guys” Stan Brygadyr, Gerry 

Pash & Joe Buczkowski, along with Peter Keith-Murray who is a BCAM member as are Terry & Stan. BCAM Pres, 

Dave Jackson, is deep in the planning process and members of the Naval Assn are providing financial acumen & ac-

counting services. Fund raising is the main priority at this time on which Terry is fully occupied. The Monument is 

under construction and site preparation just behind the flag poles is in the planning stage. No doubt volunteer 

members of the museum will be given the opportunity to assist in preparing for the unveiling of this Memorial. 

Much info on Lt Gray is available on the internet. (Stan Brygadyr) 
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A Century of Fright Part One; Vancouver or Bust! by Doug Rollins 

One hundred years ago in October, 1920, the first crossing of Canada by airplane was completed. For that historic 

event, British Columbia was the finish line, and Victoria figured prominently in the undertaking. This is the story of 

that aerial adventure and of Victoria’s role in it.  

In 1920, with World War I over, the newly-created Air Board, responsi-

ble for aviation in Canada, decided that it would attempt the first trans-

Canada flight by airplane. This would be a combined military / civilian ef-

fort, led by the Board’s Director of Flying Operations, Lieutenant-Colonel 

Robert Leckie. Accompanying him would be Major Basil Hobbs. The ob-

jective of the undertaking was to explore the feasibility of using the air-

craft to transport mail and passengers across Canada’s vast distances.  

It all seemed relatively straight-forward; a relay-style effort would be used 

with aircraft suited to the specific area. The vast Canadian Shield would 

have to be crossed in the first leg; Halifax to Winnipeg. Given the large number of lakes in 

the area and the almost complete lack of airports, a seaplane would make that leg. This should take a day. At  

Winnipeg a land plane would be used fly the second stage to Calgary, also in a single day. The last leg would be a 

direct flight over the Rockies to Vancouver, and that would require a third day. One had to wonder about the opti-

mistic planning that went into the undertaking; especially the limited stops, and the fact that the routing was east to 

west; directly against the prevailing winds.  

However, on the morning of October 6, 1920, Leckie and Hobbs, accompanied by several officials, were busy at a 

Halifax pier loading a Fairey seaplane with fuel, luggage, supplies and equipment. In fact, too much payload; as it 

turned out, the heavily-loaded seaplane would not lift off. This was not a good start.  

The next morning, with a lightened load and a more modest destination of Ottawa in mind, the Fairey seaplane 

boldly set out to make history. Instead, the two men almost became history. Just 15 minutes into the flight and over 

the Bay of Fundy, a strong wind blew an engine cowling off, spewed hot oil on the pilots faces, and dictated a rapid 

forced landing. A hasty phone call dispatched a replacement aircraft from Halifax; a Curtiss HS-2L. By afternoon the 

pair set out once more for Ottawa with renewed determination and a new seaplane. Unfortunately, strong head-

winds and a driving rainstorm resulted in an unscheduled overnight in Rivière-du-Loup, Quebec. The day after that 

the pair, joined by an air engineer, took off in yet another aircraft; a twin-engine Felixstowe F.3. This time their luck 

held and they made it to Ottawa by noon.  

On the morning of October 9, Leckie, Hobbs, and the air engineer 

were joined by a navigator and departed for Winnipeg, with a refuel-

ing stop at Sault Ste Marie. The first part went smoothly, but cross-

ing Lake Superior, fog forced the Felixstowe down for another un-

scheduled overnight stop. However, the next day the quartet made 

it to Selkirk, Manitoba, and after a short train ride they arrived in 

Winnipeg. This first two legs of the trip had taken four days of hard 

flying, three forced landings and the use of three different aircraft.  

Now a land-based aircraft took over; a de Havilland 9 biplane pi-

loted by Captain J.B. Home-Hay and Lieutenant-Colonel Arthur Tylee (Commanding Officer of the Canadian Air 

Force). The pair resumed the journey at dawn on October 11, bound for a fuelling stop at Moose Jaw and then on 

to Calgary. However, engine trouble forced them down in Regina and in short order a replacement DH-9, piloted 

by Captain C.W. Cudmore, was sent from Moose Jaw as a replacement. Leaving Hay with the stricken aircraft, Ty-

lee and Cudmore immediately left for Calgary, arriving there later that day.  

The Fairey seaplane 

The Felixstowe at Selkirk 
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Things finally seemed to be going on track. However, the last leg of the trip, Calgary to Vancouver, promised to be 

the most challenging, and the formidable Rockies did not disappoint. The weather report being bad, there was no 

flying the next day. Continuing his normal practice, Tylee acquired yet another newcomer, Captain G.A. Thompson, 

and set out for the coast on October 14th. Battling headwinds and 

snowstorms, the pair was finally forced to overnight in the midst of 

the Rockies at Revelstoke, BC. The next day, after a dangerous flight 

fighting winds, snow and fog, the pilots struggled into Merritt, BC, 

for yet another forced stay in the mountainous terrain. A heavy 

snowfall the day after again cancelled all flying, but on October 17th 

Tylee and Cudmore braved the Coquihalla Pass and the fierce ele-

ments by skimming under the heavy clouds in a very hazardous 

flight. Passing over Hope, BC, they then followed the mighty Fraser 

River to the ocean. Eventually the pair finally landed on a racetrack in Richmond, just south of 

Vancouver.  

And so, 10 days after the first aircraft had left Halifax, the historic campaign to accomplish the first crossing of Can-

ada by aircraft had been completed. It had taken over 49 hours of flying, the use of five aircraft, many crew changes, 

multiple forced landings, and much hazardous flying, but they had done it. And so, the epic first trans-Canada flight 

finally drew to close. Or did it? 

The DH-9 at Merritt 

BCAM member & volunteer baker Russ Hudson 

creating dozens of airplane cookies for this year’s 

successful Kids Fest. 

An Update to Jack Funk’s article on “the  

Missing MiG” from last issue’s front page. 

In the last Norseman News I wrote about the MiG-21 

that crashed off the west coast of Vancouver Island on 

August 27 1999. At the end of the article I asked if any-

one could add anything to help explain this event. About 

6 weeks ago I was at the museum, I was called to the 

phone. It was Glen Pearce.  

Glen flew for Air Canada most of his career. He has also 

owned several aircraft including two former Soviet jet 

trainers. We used to see them being flown locally until 

the family moved to the interior of BC. Glen read the 

article about the MiG. He was at the airport that day, and 

he saw the MiG and spoke with the pilot.  

The MiG had an external fuel tank on the centerline. This 

tank is about 12 feet long and carries several hundred 

pounds of fuel. The MiG pilot discussed the mission he 

was about to perform - mock attacks on HMCS Algon-

quin. Glen felt that the MiG would be overloaded with 

the external fuel tank or that the tank was not stressed 

for high speed maneuvers. The MiG pilot did not heed 

the warning. He departed and never returned. Was the 

fuel tank a contributing factor? Did the extra weight 

make it impossible for the pilot to pull out of a dive? Did 

the tank come apart when under G stress at high speed?  

Thanks,  

Glen, for shedding light on this sad event! 
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Bermuda, Here We Come by Stan Brygadyr 

It was a dark and stormy night but we had to go to Bermuda, as a 

Royal Navy (RN) ‘A’ Boat (submarine) was waiting for us to do Anti-

Submarine (ASW) training. It was 25 Nov, 1961, and my 

Commanding Officer (CO,VS-880 Sqn) was to lead a 4-plane 

formation of Tracker aircraft, and I was his Co-Pilot and thus the 

“Lead Navigator”. Navigating the 750 nautical miles to Bermuda, 

straight South of Halifax, was not normally a problem provided you 

stayed at 1000ft or below under Visual Flight Rules (VFR) in order 

to see the “wind-lanes” on the water surface and thus could estimate the wind-speed and direction (this is 

“dead-reckoning” navigation!). The Tracker was not equipped with any long-range navigation capability, 

only a low-frequency radio (for airways beacons) and TACAN* (for both airways and relative position to 

the Carrier). 

The morning expected departure was stymied by thick fog at our home base of Shearwater, and it didn’t 

open up for an instrument flight departure until late afternoon. Since we were now going for a night flight 

and not VFR (so no formation!), we had to file an Oceanic flight plan individually and we departed ‘stacked’ 

at 9,8,7 and 6000 ft.  

Now came the challenge! The weather forecaster advised of a frontal system along the route and winds at 

the start would be WSW at about 20 knots. I therefore biased our heading slightly west of the required 

track; there was no ability once airborne to assess the wind direction or speed! After about 4 hours 

airborne, and being in severe thunderstorm activity which produced St Elmo’s Fire on our windscreen 

(which was a new experience for me and scary as hell!), we should have been able to receive the Bermuda 

Beacon or TACAN. With thunderstorms all around us the Beacon was useless—we couldn’t even tune it 

in due the static; our apprehension level was rising rapidly!  

We motored on and by four and a half hours we definitely should have had the TACAN by this point. My 

CO said “What now Co-Pilot”? Fortunately, in pre-planning the trip I had found a CONSOLAN** chart 

for a beacon which broadcast a signal easterly from the Carolina coast unaffected by thunderstorm 

activity. When I counted the “beeping signals” and charted them, I knew my latitude and thus that I was 

still a bit north of Bermuda. Since I had been biasing our heading for a westerly wind, it seemed logical that 

we were likely too far west of track due wind changes enroute. I advised the CO to turn left 60 degrees 

to an ESE heading. In about 20 minutes we got a TACAN lock-on at 90 miles, on-the-nose! Whew, what a 

relief! I advised the other 3 aircraft which took bearings from me to follow us into Kindley Field. But the 

drama wasn’t over! In another 10 minutes the low fuel-warning lights illuminated meaning about 30-40 

minutes to dry tanks(!) and we still had over 60 nautical miles to fly (at our cruise of 150kts that would 

take about 25 mins!). Well I’m here to tell the story so we (all 4 aircraft) landed with nothing but fumes in 

the tank! That 5 and a half-hour flight was my longest in a “Tracker” and one of my scariest ( there were 

others!) flights ever. 

* Tactical Air Navigation System 

** Long range directional navigation system 
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Abbotsford Airshow - a Half-Century Ago 
Photos from 35mm slides taken Summer 1970 by your intrepid Norseman News editor, Dave Byrnes 



8 

The British Columbia Aviation Museum 

1910 Norseman Road, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5V5  

Ph. 250 655 3300  Website: www.bcam.net 

Your 2019 Board of Directors: 

President:    Dave Jackson   250 656 0254  recce55@shaw.ca 

Vice President:   Mike Ingram    250 881 2660  mikeingram@vicair.net  

Secretary:    Eleanore Arkesteyn  250 656 4589  inquiries@bcam.net 

Treasurer:    Brian Hay   250 655 3300  accounts@bcam.net  

Directors :    Dave Poole   250 656 4364  dpoole9@telus.net 

     Grant Hopkins  250 216 5267  snikpohtnarg@hotmail.com 

     John Lewis   250.589.2602  johnjarvislewis@gmail.com 

Other Very Nearly Important People:    

Aircraft Archives/Librarian:   Doug Rollins   250 655 4184  library@bcam.net  

Artifacts:    Barbara Gilbert  250 655 3794  artifacts@bcam.net  

Membership Records:  Norm Dressler  250 656 3771  membership@bcam.net  

Volunteer Co-Ordinator:  Jan Lewis   250 665 6062  j6877lewis@gmail.com 

Gift Shop Team (4 volunteers): Eleanore Arkesteyn  250 656 4589  giftshop@bcam.net  

Norseman Newsletter:  Dave Byrnes   250 743 3331  norsemannews@bcam.net 

Norseman Room Rental:  Barbara Gilbert  250 655 3794  inquiries@bcam.net   

Ground Maintenance:  Sally Atton   250 656 9464 

eBay Sales    Sandy Peel   250 658 5171  b.c.aviationmuseum@gmail.com 

Please contact Editor at: norsemannews@bcam.net with your ideas and comments for our future newsletters 

or in writing to  

The Editor, Norseman News, BCAM, 1910 Norseman Road, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5V5 CANADA 

Who Am I? I am a figure involved in aviation (and other things). Can you guess who I am from the clues below? Submit your an-

swer to norsemannews@bcam.net to gain recognition (verbal only, alas) in the next newsletter!  

1. I was born in France during the First World War into a wealthy shipbuilding family. I graduated from university and then 

studied art in Paris during the 1930s.  

2. I got my pilot’s licence shortly a'er the second world war and excelled at acrobacs, gaining a ‘tourist licence’ which al-

lowed stunt flying.  

3. In 1949, the SCAN 30 (a France-manufactured Grumman Widgeon), in which I was a passenger, crashed and I was seriously 

injured. I used the nearly three years I spent in and out of hospital studying mathemacs and aerodynamics.  

4. Despite many reconstrucve surgeries, I studied for, and was granted a military pilot licence in 1950, and followed that in 

1954 by qualifying as a test pilot. Among the aircra' I test flew were the Mistral 2 and Mystère-IV, the la�er of which al-

most killed me in a spin. 

5. I set many speed records in the 1950s and 60s, the first in a De Havilland Vampire, and finally in a Dassault Mirage IIIR. I 

rered from aviaon in the 1960s… and published a memoir.  

Bonus points for identifying the aircraft at the top right of page 7 (Lockheed Heracles is incorrect). Correct answers to last issue’s 

Who Am I, Elsie MacGill, were submitted by (in order) Jeanette Maher, John Higenbottam, and Douglas Montgomery. Congrats! 


