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The Sounds of Freedom 

Just across the Straits of Juan de Fuca from Oak Bay lies U.S. Navy's Whidbey 
Island Naval Air station.  

Whidbey Island has been a main base of the US Navy's strike aircraft since 
WW2.  More recently, the Electronic Attack Wing, flying Grumman EA6-B 
Prowlers has been based there since July 1971 providing radar jamming squadrons for US aircraft carrier air 
groups on both coasts.  

Over the last 5 years the faithful Prowler has been replaced by the Boeing EF18-G Growler. The last flight of a 
Prowler was made at Whidbey on June 27th 2015.  I was there with my daughter for the event!  

The Prowler had a 4 man crew.  1 pilot and 3 electronic warfare operators. The Prowler was subsonic being  
powered by 2 x J52 turbojets of 10100 lbs of thrust each. The Growler      
however is a much more advanced machine. It has a 2 man crew who can 
accomplish more than the 4 in the Prowler, all thanks to modern avionics.  

The Growler is powered by 2 x GE 414 turbofans capable of providing 14000 
lbs of thrust dry or 22000 lbs of thrust in afterburner. This is the reason for 
the noticeable noise increase along the Victoria waterfront.  

The Prowler could fire only the HARM (high speed anti-radiation) missile. The 
Growler can use almost any weapon in the Navy's arsenal which makes the Growler even more effective in the 
DEAD (destruction of enemy air defenses) aspect of electronic warfare.  SEAD (suppression of enemy air          
defense) is the other aspect where enemy radars are jammed and communications are disrupted. For this part 
of the mission the Prowler and the Growler carry large pods under the wing and fuselage.  

There are 12 operational Navy electronic attack squadrons at Whidbey and one squadron, VAQ-141,                
permanently forward deployed to the Western Pacific aboard USS George Washington (CVN 73), homeported in 
Japan. Each squadron typically has five aircraft assigned and averages 28 officers and 160 enlisted personnel.  
The Navy would like to expand this to 7 per unit. Four of these squadrons are known 
as expeditionary squadrons. That is they are earmarked to support USAF and NATO 
operations worldwide.  

Neither the USAF or NATO have any electronic  warfare aircraft of their own. An   
example of this, when 5 prowlers from VAQ- 132 “Scorpions” were redeployed from 
Iraq to support NATO operation "Odyssey Dawn" over Libya in 2012 with great     
success. So that means that all of the free world’s electronic warfare planes are 
based just across the water from us. When a US aircraft carrier sails from Norfolk 
Virginia there is a squadron of Growlers from Whidbey on board.   

Australia is in the process of setting up their own Growler squadron, with their crews currently training at   
Whidbey. These planes are absolutely critical to the success of any battle in the world today. The threat from    
enemy anti-aircraft systems is more intense than ever before. These aircraft are used to jam signals from cell 
phones that terrorist groups use to detonate IEDs.  

So, the next time you hear the distant roar of a plane from the southeast think about the important mission 
those young men and women are training for. (Jack Funk) 

Grumman EA6-B Prowler 

Boeing EF18-G Growler 

Prowler out Growlers in…. 
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In my year-end message a year ago, I was able to reflect on a very successful 2014. Again this year, we can 

all look back on a very solid year. Our financial situation continues to be stable, so much so that the Board 

felt confident about going ahead and contracting to have the concrete apron installed, and this work will 

be carried out in the summer of 2016. It’s been a long process of fund-raising and it’s a great feeling to see 

it come to completion. 

As I write, Kids Fest is in full swing. We have had excellent attendance at this event this year, and it is 

heartwarming to hear the many extremely positive comments from the families who come. As you know, 

our vision includes our desire to contribute to our community and this is an important part of fulfilling 

that. 

It is always refreshing to be able to welcome new volunteers, and this year has been good for that.      

However, we always need more volunteers, so please beat the drum with your friends and acquaintances. 

You can tell them how much fun it is! 

I wish you all a very joyful and prosperous 2016. (John Lewis) 

A Big Welcome to BCAM’s Newest Members! 

Sidney: Neville Family; Charles W. Louallo; Carol Myers & Family; Becki Jaye Willis; 

North Saanich:  Todd Kalyniuk & Carmen Welta; Central Saanich: Peg Rislahti;    Victoria: Kai Gamadia & 

Family;  Janis La Couvee & Frans Jonker;  Nobumitsu Shimamura; Greg Sharpe; Julia Hicke; Neil Medcalf 

Duncan, Adina & Nelson McIndoe; Connor Stevenson; Kevin Matsuno; Justin Munro; Paddy & Ryan 

McGowan; Peter Havlik & Alexandra Ballard;  Jaber Almakholas; Kamloops, B.C.: Erin Hunter& Family; 

Bowen Island: Hans-Christian Behm;  Kelowna, B.C.: Mike Holdenried; Mill Bay: Dawn & Jonathan Rutherford 

A Chirstmas Poem for the BCAM by B.E.G. 

‘Twas a few days before Christnmas and at the Museum, Marcus is waiting 

for someone to feed him. Allan and Ray are in the Artefact room puttering, 

While Dave is in Restoration repairing and muttering!  Out in the lobby the 

tour guides await, To greet multiple visitors who come through our gate. 

The gift shop is stocked up for shoppers with care, And the cashiers are hopeful to sell all 

that is there.  Christmas trees are decorated with tinsel and light, All is made ready for the 

Christmas  dinner Saturday night. While up on the roof rain and wind keep 

on pounding, We hope that it holds when the reindeer come bounding! The 

volunteers are ready with smiles and decorum, To welcome one and all to 

our wonderful Museum! Merry Christmas to all and to all a goodnight!  
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Hangar Tales… 

 Projects, News and More! 

2016 Renewal Reminder 

Don’t forget to renew your Membership to the Museum for 2016—the form is included as a reminder!  Just send in with a 

cheque, or bring it in for the duty cashier to process.  We look forward to sharing another successful and event filled year 

with all our valued members! 

Driving up to the museum I thought there was an extraordinary amount of vehicles in the car park—

then I realised: it is Thursday—and not only a regular Thursday but a Volunteer Lunch Thursday! 

Thursday’s are the busiest day of the week with our volunteers—especially in the Restoration Hangar—it’s when a lot of the 

teams meet up and work on their projects—a hive of industry—each doing their own thing not getting in each other’s way—

well most of the time! 

I went round the various projects with Larry Lepard giving me the run down on each: 

Viscount Stairs: Al Catterall and his team, Stan Heggstrom, Ralph Shorthill and Wally Hesker, are all 

working on a set of original Viscount stairs. Sanding, painting, and repairing are happening at the moment 

with final decals and graphics being added at the end. Once finished they will be rolled in to stand at the 

Viscount’s front entrance. 

Trigull: On loan from Viking. Dave Peters and Ed Burnell are in charge of this project—some painting and tidying taking place, 

and some couplings have been put on that would have been the original design,  to replace the current 

ones. They also think they have found some seats that were original to the plane. 

The Mule: having some time off and waiting for service in the Spring. 

Sirkorsky S55: is enjoying some time out of the weather and is being “tarted” up 

before it will be back outside as a draw for the crowds.  There will be some painting 

for the outside—and Vic Alexander is working on repairing panels on the inside of 

the nose. 

Airstairs: There is another set of air stairs in a corner which are being worked on to use within the 

restoration area—allowing some restoring to be done from a platform to perform those hard to reach 

tasks! 

Airport Beaccon: Allan Witcombe and Ed Kucey are tidying up a beacon search light—and hoping 

to display it outside once finished. 

Display Cabinets: Dave Poole is creating a display cabinet that will house a Uniform display in the 

Henderson Hangar.  It looks amazing already and is made with many hours of woodworking skill, 

blood sweat and tears involved! 

And off in a corner, making a lot of noise was Win Albrecht, who when I asked what he was doing 

simply said: making Firewood! 

So you see there is always something going on in the Restoration Hangar—or the inner Sanctum as 

some would see it—it is where skill and creativity meet and become the basis of our museum displays 

that we are all so proud of! 

Thank you Gentlemen for all you do! (Virginia Browne) 
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The Art of War at Pat Bay 
This is a multi-part series that will examine military artwork of the Second World War as appeared at RCAF Station  

Patricia Bay during the  period 1939 to 1945. 

Part I  - Unit Insignia 
From the earliest days of organized warfare there were important tactical reasons to identify groups of warriors, and it 

was also good for both morale and team bonding.  As a consequence, it was natural that during World War II units 

based at Pat Bay would continue this long tradition and display unofficial insignia that set them apart as a team.  Their 

choice of visual material set the tone for the group, and often drew upon characteristically Canadian themes.  Some 

examples of unit identifiers are presented here. 

As a patriotic service, during the Second World War the Walt Disney Corporation volunteered its services to design 

insignia for military units.  While extremely popular, Walt Disney directed that its iconic cartoon characters, including 

Mickey and Mini Mouse, Donald and Daisy Duck, and Snow White, could not be used as insignia.  Given that by 1939 

Canada was already in the war, it was hardly surprising that many of the early examples of Disney military art were for 

RCAF squadrons on the West Coast.   

135 Squadron 

Putting a pair of boxing gloves on a truculent animal is a squadron theme  used by many 

Allied nations, including America, Canada and Australia.  Among the animals so equipped 

were kangaroos, dogs, ducks, roosters, and even chickens!  Perhaps the best known,     

Disney-designed, Canadian example was 135 Squadron. The Fighting Bulldog adorned its 

Officers Mess, aircraft, jackets and life preservers.  They actually kept a live bulldog     

mascot in residence at Pat Bay; appropriately named King, after Canada's Prime Minister!  

149 Squadron 

This Sea Wolf Disney design on the left is for 149 Squadron, a Torpedo and Bombing 

unit based at Pat Bay.  When re-designated as a Bombing Reconnaissance Squadron in 

July 1943 the insignia was re-worked in-house as a half-wolf and half-fish. 

122 Squadron 

Known as 'The Flying Nightmares' this squadron used another Disney creation and a play on words 

to illustrate the theme. 

No. 7 Radio Unit 

Of course, not all units were RCAF squadrons.  While an innocent-sounding 

unit designation, this was really a top secret radar unit station operated out of Pat Bay.  The 

moose was decidedly more business-like than the Disney cartoon characters, and very         

Canadian as well! 

Crash Boat Squadron 

High-speed rescue launches were fixtures at RCAF stations, and Pat Bay was no           

exception.  With Huey, Dewey and Louie onboard, the boat squadron was open for  

business!  Look for Part 2 of The Art of War at Pat Bay in the Spring issue of the       

Norseman News. (submitted by Doug Rollins, BCAM Librarian) 
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Qantas Airlines: Repair Division  

These mechanics must all have a sense of humor, but obviously take their job seriously.   Remember, it takes a college degree to 
fly a plane but only a high school diploma to fix one!  

After every flight, Qantas pilots fill out a form, called a 'Gripe Sheet' which tells mechanics about problems with the aircraft.  The 
mechanics correct the problems, document their repairs on the form, and then pilots review the Gripe Sheets before the next 
flight.  Never let it be said that ground crews lack a sense of humour! 

Here are some actual maintenance complaints submitted by Qantas' pilots (marked with a P) and the solutions recorded (marked 
with an S) by maintenance engineers.  (By the way, Qantas is the only major airline that has never, ever, had a fatal accident.) 

 Here goes: 

P: Left inside main tyre almost needs replacement.  S: Almost replaced left inside main tyre.  

P: Test flight OK, except auto-land very rough.  S: Auto-land not installed on this aircraft.  

P: Something loose in cockpit. S: Something tightened in cockpit.  

P: Dead bugs on windshield. S: Live bugs on back-order.  

P: Autopilot in altitude-hold mode produces a 200 feet per minute descent. S: Cannot reproduce problem on ground.  

P: Evidence of leak on right main landing gear. S: Evidence removed.  

P: DME volume unbelievably loud. S: DME volume set to more believable level.  

P: Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick. S: That's what friction locks are for.  

P: IFF inoperative in OFF mode. S: IFF always inoperative in OFF mode.  

P: Suspected crack in windshield. S: Suspect you're right.  

P: Number 3 engine missing. S: Engine found on right wing after brief search.  

P: Aircraft handles funny...... (I love this one!) S: Aircraft warned to straighten up, fly right, and be serious.  

P: Target radar hums. S: Reprogrammed target radar with lyrics.  

P: Mouse in cockpit. S: Cat installed.  

 And the best one for last... 

P: Noise coming from under instrument panel. Sounds like a midget pounding on something with a hammer.  

S: Took hammer away from midget.  

Tower: "Mission 123, do you have        
problems?" 
Pilot: "I think, I have lost my compass." 
Tower: "Judging the way you are flying, 
you lost the whole instrument panel!" 

Tower: "...and for your information, you 
were slightly to the left of the centreline 
on that approach."  
Speedbird: "That's correct; and, my First 
Officer was slightly to the right" 

Controller: "USA353 (sic) contact Cleveland Centre 
135.60. 
(pause) 
Controller: "USA353 contact Cleveland Centre 135.60!" 
(pause) 
Controller: "USA353 you're just like my wife you never 
listen!" 
Pilot: "Centre, this is USA553, maybe if you called her 
by the right name you'd get a better response!" 
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January—June 2016 

 

January 01   New Year’s Day Museum Closed 

February 20   5th Annual Aviation Career Day 

March 05   Pot Luck Supper 

April 23   Pot Luck Supper 

May 01   Start Museum Summer hours 10—4 

June 25   Pot Luck Supper 

Speaker Nights:  Jan 20; Feb 17; March 16; April 20; May 18; June 22  

IMPORTANT! 

 Dates For Those  Diaries:  

January 2016—June 2016 

Board Meetings:  

Jan 14; Feb 11; March 10; 

April 14; May 12; June 16 

Volunteer Lunch Meetings:  

Jan 21; Feb 18 (with AGM to follow); 

March 17; April 21; May 19; June 23 

 

5th Annual Aviation Career Day 

February 20, 2016  

10 a.m.—3 p.m. 

This is going to be the best one yet!  We have  Universities, 

colleges, and employers on board—to help both students looking for an    

aviation career and people looking for a career change see what it takes to 

join the aviation industry in a field of their choosing. 

Come and support the day—either as a Volunteer or 

just come and join in the fun!  For any information 

please contact Virginia (250) 882 0170, or email       

aviationcareerday@gmail.com or to volunteer for the 

day contact Jan Lewis j6877lewis@gmail.com. 

 

Garden Bench Draw! 

(For Members only) 

To help raise funds for the Apron Project, 

there is a new Wood & Iron single seat      

garden bench up for a lucky winner! 

Tickets are $2 each—and available at the 

front desk. 

Come in and help support 

the Museum by purchasing 

a ticket—you could be the 

lucky owner! 

(Bench for the draw is   

similar to the picture 

here—different  ironwork pattern!) 

February  18, 2016 

Time: 1 p.m. 

(To follow Volunteer Lunch) 

Location:    

The Norseman Room, British Columbia Aviation Museum 

1910 Norseman Road, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5V5  (250) 655 3300 

Open to ALL Members—Please come and support your Board! 
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Flying Back In Time.... 
 

Having taken a job with British Petroleum in the 1960's I soon found myself in the Persian Gulf, (modern p.c. says that 
should be the Arabian Gulf now but as I am an "old stick in the mud" I will stick with what I know, to me Mumbai will 
always be Bombay and Myanmar, Burma) I digress......each to his own!  The Gulf of 1960/70 was very different to the 
one you see now on documentaries, no skyscrapers, no Formula 1 race tracks and no man made islands in the sea with 
homes for the wealthy. Back then the place had not changed for many years, dhows still plied their trade up and down 
the gulf (under sail still for some of them), the camel was an accepted mode of transport and punkahs in rooms were 
the only form of A.C. Don't get me wrong here this is not criticism because I liked this old way of doing things, life was 
slower, yes, BUT that meant it didn't pass you by because you were a part of it you see!!  
 
To travel and get spares from one place to another you had three choices of travel....1) Four footed friend (this could 
take weeks) 2) Boat (this took days) 3) Fly (hours!!!).  To the financially shrewd oil people this was music to their ears! 
Yes, anything that could cut corners and save money was on !! Always on the lookout to make and save a quick buck 
the oil barons were an astute bunch! At that time the major oil companies did not operate their own aircraft but   
chartered them from free lance operators. Usually flying out of disused wartime airstrips, hastily erected to protect 
the precious oil supplies, these chaps were on a shoestring budget alright! And so when I or a mate or some spares or 
supplies had to get from places like Ras al Khaimah or Abu Dhabi to Kharg Island or Kuwait, it was by air we              
travelled...... 
 
The aircraft were those faithful old workhorses: the Dakota or the 
Fairchild Packet. The men that flew them were the hard nosed, 
chain smoking amiable misfits collectively known as 
“Bushpilots”......mostly Canadian or American with a sprinkling of 
Brits/Aussies and the odd  South African, oh yes, and one Scot! 
These chaps would get you there, hopefully in one piece! They 
possessed that "flying by the seat of your pants" attitude coupled 
with a gallows sense of humour......and I admired them              
immensely! They could also smell fear.....and picked up on the nervous vibes of those who were afraid of                   
flying......once the scent had been detected they played on the hapless victims plight with cold calculating candour! 
 
Once, while escorting some refinery spares to Kharg island, after a buttock clenching take off, my friend Neil (a tough 

Scot!) was white, poor chap, he then made a "rooky" error, he confessed 
to his innate fear of being airborne....the Trans Atlantic Cousin in the left 
hand seat simply smiled and confessed to having only crashed once.....Neil 
lost all colour now...."Yes", continued our bronzed, smoking                    
Captain....."yep boys just the once........" here he paused for effect, he 
should have won  a bloody Oscar this one! " I was 13 at the time and it was 
my toy glider I had made.....took me weeks to get over it!"  
 
Another pilot ( I had flown with him before ) had a great one liner....he 
would wait until we were at about 8000 feet then turn back and ask "does 

anyone know how to get this thing down? I was absent when we did landings at flight school"!  
 
 And so it continued.....for me it was fun, once some of the guys discovered that I could do a bit of flying I got to sit in 
the co-pilots seat and take the controls....great stuff! Some would allow me to take over while they "visited the can" ....
(does anyone remember the ELSAN chemical toilets)? Answers on a postcard please..... 
 
Well in the words of Bugs Bunny "that's all folks!" Happy memories......it is a pity these chaps no longer exist, they 
were the sort of characters that we could do with right now, a sort of Biggles meets Captain "Wild Bill" Kelso from 
Speilbergs 1941, as the General from the same movie asks his aide after meeting the pilot "that is the craziest guy I've 
ever met....just how many of them do you think are up there? " ...sadly none these days.....(Paul Taylor, Kent, U.K.) 

D
ako

ta 

Fairchild Packet 
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The British Columbia Aviation Museum 

1910 Norseman Road, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5V5  

Ph. (250) 655 3300      Website: www.bcam.net  

Your Board of Directors: 

President:   John Lewis   (250) 665 6062  johnjarvislewis@gmail.com 

Vice President:  Larry Lepard    (250) 661 0075  restorations@bcam.net 

Secretary:   Eleanore Arkesteyn  (250) 656 4589  inquiries@bcam.net 

Treasurer:   Brian Hay   (250) 655 3300  accounts@bcam.net  

Directors at Large:  Steve Gordon   (250) 665 4891  skellygordon@gmail.com 

    Larry Dibnah   (250) 656 6416  larry_dibnah@telus.net 

    Ed Kucey   (250) 655 3300  eddyjoq@gmail.com 

 

Other Very Nearly Important People:    

Aircraft Archives/Librarian:  Doug Rollins   (250) 655 4184  library@bcam.net  

Artifacts:   Barbara Gilbert  (250) 655 3794  artifcats@bcam.net  

Membership Records: Norm Dressler  (250) 656 3771  membership@bcam.net  

Volunteer Co-Ordinator: Jan Lewis   (250) 665 6062  j6877lewis@gmail.com 

Gift Shop:   Virginia Browne  (250) 882 0710  giftshop@bcam.net  

Norseman Newsletter: Virginia Browne   (250) 882 0170            norsemannews@bcam.net  

Norseman Room Rental: Eleanore Arkesteyn  (250) 656 4589  inquiries@bcam.net   

Ground Maintenance: Robert Young   (250) 656 4679 

 

Please contact Editor at:  norsemannews@bcam.net  with your ideas and comments for our future newsletters!  

Name That Cockpit…..  

So let’s test your knowledge on this one….name that  cockpit!  

First one with the right answer has got those all important 

bragging rights—and Gold medal standing! 

 

And The Cockpit Is…...! 

Douglas A-20C BO Havoc 

The Gold Medal: Allan Botting, who thought this reasonably 

difficult and answered in a nano second! Silver Medal and 

only seconds between them: Michael Blakenborg; Bronze to 

Geoff Plant from Comox Air Force Museum ! 
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British Columbia Aviation Museum 

2016 Membership Renewal 

Please complete the form below and either bring into the Museum, or send by post. (Please do not send cash in the post.)  

 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:_______________________________________ Prov/State:_______________ Country:_________ 

 

Postal Code:_________________________________ Telephone:(         )____________-________________ 

 

Email:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Newsletter Preference: Email: (     )  Post: (    )   New Member: (    )  Renewal: (   ) 

Membership type: Single $25.00 (   )    Single Life Membership: $250.00   (    ) 

   Family $35.00 (   )    Family Life Membership: $350.00  (     ) 

1910 Norseman Road, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5V5 

(250) 655 3300 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

The old year is now nearly finished, 

The new one will soon have begun. 

The time we have left is diminished 

By yet one more trip round the sun. 

 At the threshold on New Year's beginning 

A fresh chapter in life will soon start. 

Cast out your remorse of past sinning 

With gladness and joy in your heart. 

Let the new year bring all that you hope for; 

Let all your kind wishes come true. 

May the calendar's change open a new door 

To a year filled with blessings for you. (Frank Younger) 


