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Dreamliner 787-8 

Finally after years of development and anticipation it’s here! The Dreamliner is a 

modern, fuel efficient, comfortable airliner that airline stock holders, managers and 

customers have long been anticipating.  

Developed by Boeing as a replacement for the 767 in the long haul, medium density 

market, the newcomer was originally dubbed the 7E7 ( E for efficient ). Efficiency rather than speed was the emphasis. 

Japan's All Nippon airline became the launch customer in 2004 with deliveries to commence in 2008.  

Construction is of one piece composite barrel sections. The wings and other surfaces are made of composite metal as 

well as advanced polymers. Two engines are available for the 787. The Rolls Royce Trent 1000 and the GE GENex. 

These modern high by-pass turbofans are responsible for 40% of the Dreamliners fuel efficiency! Other weight saving 

features include such things as electrically operated brakes and flaps instead of hydraulic systems. Engine start is also 

done electronically instead of using bleed air from the APU. The 787 has 1.45 

megawatts of electrical power on-board which is about 5 times the amount on 

earlier airliners.  

35% of production takes place in Japan including wings and center body. Other 

production takes place in several nations globally. For example the fin for the  

787-8 is built in Italy. All these components are shipped to Everett, Washington 

(not very far from here— anyone up for a tour?) for final assembly. Some of these 

components are transported to Everett on B747 Dreamlifters. Boeing converted 

four 747-400 into outsized cargo carriers for this purpose.  

After several delays due to things such as the early aircraft being too heavy, parts 

supply issues etc., the first flight was made on December 15, 2009. It's first appearance at an international air show was 

at Farnborough, Hampshire U.K. in July 2010. The first delivery was to All Nippon Airways on September 25, 2011, three 

years later than scheduled!  

Passengers love this aircraft. Due to the corrosion resistant properties of the composite fuselage air quality and humidity 

can be kept at close to sea level conditions. Also the strength of the composite materials means the windows are able to 

be made much larger. People arrive at their destination feeling not so “jet-lagged”.  Airlines are reporting fuel savings of 

over 20% compared to the 767s formerly used.  

Air Canada decided to order 787s after the restructuring in 2003. Boeing would provide the 777s to replace the large 

long haul fleet ( A340 and 747) and 787s would replace the 767s. In all eighteen 787-8s and 18 larger 787-9s were    

ordered. Last year deliveries to Air Canada got underway. There are now about eleven 787s in the Air Canada fleet. For 

every 787 that comes online at Air Canada a 767 is transferred to Rouge, the low 

cost Air Canada brand. This is causing the wide body fleet at Air Canada to reach 

approximately 90 aircraft. The Dreamliner is now a common sight at British           

Columbia's YVR airport! 

In total there are currently orders for 1,104 787s. They are being produced in 

Charleston, South Carolina as well as in Everett.  Approximately 300 have been built 

so far. (submitted by Jack Funk) 

United Dreamliner 787-8 at London 

Heathrow 2015 

Test flight of BA 787-8 July 2014 
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We’re well into a glorious summer, and so this means that our Open House is coming up very soon.  We hope, and 

expect, to have another successful day, but we can only do that with the help of many volunteers. If you’d like to 

volunteer, it’s easy to do – either sign up on the sheets at the front desk of the museum, or email our volunteer 

coordinator, Jan Lewis, at j6877lewis@gmail.com.  This year, we will be holding a special lunch at the museum in 

August just for Open House volunteers – so watch out for more details about this event! 

You can also find out more about the Open  House, and about events at the museum in general, on our new and 

much improved website.  By the time you read this, it will have gone live at www.bcam.net  (or you can use the old 

web address, which will redirect you). This has only been made possible through extensive work by many members, 

under the direction (and huge time involvement) of Steve Gordon. 

The potential aircraft movements we talked about in the spring have now happened – both the Maranda and the 

Pac Aero Tradewind are on display in the main hangars, while the Trigull has come in to the restoration hangar for a 

full review of possible cosmetic work, to be carried out with the approval of Viking Air.  The Luscombe is now out at 

the front of the museum in BC Air Lines livery, where it is attracting some very appreciative comments. 

Earlier this year, the board went through the exercise of developing a five year plan for the museum.  We are about 

to start rolling out the plan to our volunteers and then to the membership; stay tuned for more details about this 

important initiative! (John Lewis) 

A Big Welcome to BCAM’s Newest Members! 

Sidney: Elaine McGoogan; Angus & Margot MacLeod; Pier-Luc Milot; North 

Saanich: Ted Orlowski; Christopher Straub & Paige Gibson; David Beckham & 

Family; Saanichton: Barry E. Hall; Shawnigan Lake, B.C.: Jeffrey Heslop;   

Victoria:  Jim Farrell; Bill  Johnson; Roger Kerans; Jen Foxsmith;  Christine 

Baghdassaran & Family; Suzanne Richards & Family; Christine Beegan &   

Family; Darrell Christopherson & Danica Straub; Jeff Dick; Darc Gillespie &  

Annemarie Balfour; Elaina Mack; Jill Stainforth; John & Stephanie Andrew; 

Prince George: Stephen Bailey; Saskatoon: David Durkin; Ladysmith: Charles 

Ford; Bellingham, Washington, U.S.A.: Allan Snowie; Quesnel, B.C.: Allan  

Milsom; New Life Members: Allan Catterall; Roy Kennedy 

I can believe we are into the second half of the year already! With what looks to be a long hot summer 

ahead, and lots of things going on in the museum, hopefully it will be a bumper summer at the BCAM!  

Cruise ship tours have started and are being well received, and in July/August we will see our Air Cadets 

coming through during the weekdays. 

As always I’m looking for your stories, photos, or comments for the Norseman News—I love receiving 

whatever you have to offer! This is your newsletter and contributions are vital to its future—so don’t be 

shy—write what you can and I can work on the rest with you!  If you feel you want to tell your story, but 

don’t “write”, let me know I’d be happy to meet up and we will get it down on paper for posterity! 

I wish everyone a happy busy summer—enjoy this wonderful West Coast weather! Virginia Browne 
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Hangar Tales… 

 Projects, News and More! 

Grant—Saanich Peninsula Community Foundation 

Grants and donations are a significant help to the museum 
where we undertake specific projects.   

The Library received substantial donations of books over the 
past year, far more than the shelving could accommodate in 
our current library! With this problem in mind, and after    
reviewing possible solutions, we applied for a grant from the 
Saanich Peninsula Community Fund, through the Victoria 
Foundation, to assist us with funding for construction of addi-
tional book shelving for the library. 

We were very honoured to be invited to attend the          
Foundational 2015 Grant Presentation and Reception.  The 
awards committee reviewed all funding requests and our  
museum was most fortunate to be awarded a grant of $1,500 
towards the project. 

The materials cost for the 3 double sided shelving units 
worked out to slightly over $1,600, design and construction 
was accomplished in house by our own talented Dave Poole. 

If you haven’t visited the library lately, drop in and view our 
new expanded facility! (submitted by Brian Hay, Treasurer) 

Cruise Ship Tours 

This year marked our first venture into the Cruise Ship world! We have tours booked throughout the     

summer months and into the fall—and have so far had 4 tours through. The feedback from the tourists is a 

positive one—all have enjoyed the guides and their stories—and think the museum is “exceptional”!      

Eleanore Arkestyn is the contact on behalf of the museum and is encouraging another line,  the Royal     

Caribbean Cruises, to also have the BCAM on their tour agenda.  This will bring added tourists and revenue into the museum 

which is   always a good thing!  If you would like to be one of the extra guides on these tour days, please contact Larry Dibnah.  

You may have noticed our 
new “gate guard” - the         
Luscombe is  happily housed 
in front of the  museum,        
polished and ready to greet  
incoming visitors! 

Luscombe Aircraft            
Engineering built metal light 
aircraft from 1933. The 
“Silvaire” Model 8 was    
introduced in 1938, but   
production was interrupted by the Second World War. It was 
one of the first light aircraft to be built entirely out of alumi-
num, though ours has acquired some structural      duct-tape 
over the years! 

Our Luscombe is a two-seat Model 8A, built in 1946, with an 
85 hp Continental engine. It was salvaged in pieces in South 
America, and was donated to the Museum in 1988.         Res-
toration work of the structure was carried out by students at 
Camosun College, under the direction of Bill Lawrie, and it 
was reassembled by Museum volunteers.  The aircraft has 
been completed in the livery of Bill Sylvester's B.C Airlines 
Ltd., one of the province's first airlines. (BCAM Website) 

 This rare collector car, a ‘63 Corvette 

Sting Ray split window coupe,       

belongs to John Morris of Brentwood 

Bay and was at BCAM to be            

photographed 

for the 2016 ICBC 

calendar.  One 

photo shows Larry Lepard with ICBC    

photographer Wade Peters getting an   

aerial shot and the other is of the car with 

our Viscount.  The Viscount was mid-

career in ’63 so putting the two together seems right.  John 

Morris noted that his very first airplane ride was in a Viscount! 
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BC's [and Canada's] First Aviation Death 

 

It was Wednesday, August 6, 1913. Johnny Bryant had been warned by the locals: today was not a good day for flying. 

He had also been told that by his wife, Alys.  She had flown the day before from the 

infield at the Willows Exhibition Grounds just outside Victoria, BC.  Only 8 days earlier 

she had become the first female in Canada to fly an aeroplane. Johnny was an      

experienced aeronaut, [he held US license No. 208], and knew that the gusty weather 

was marginal.  No matter; Johnny had a luncheon date at the Empress Hotel with  

distinguished city notables, and had contracted to perform a flight over downtown  

Victoria as part of the local Water Carnival.  The couple was an American             

barnstorming team, and with their Curtiss Pusher bi-plane they had thrilled crowds all 

over the Pacific North West.  Today would be no different. 

First Johnny made a brief flight from the Willows Exhibition Grounds to land on the beach at Cadboro Bay.  Here the 

wheels were switched to a single large float.  Johnny then made a brief offshore landing to test the new gear, and in 

the process piloted the first float-plane in BC.  Satisfied, late that morning with a roar and the splash of salt water,    

Bryant set off for Victoria to the west.  After a short flight he cruised over the downtown, stopping traffic below with the 

stunning sight of a flying machine right overhead.  Johnny then swooped over the Inner Harbour, made a good landing, 

and taxied up to the Grand Trunk Railroad slip.   

By all accounts, the luncheon was excellent, everyone was in good spirits, and at 5:50 pm a large crowd gathered to 

witness the daring aeronaut's departure.  The little bi-plane got safely off in gusty winds, and Johnny deviated from his 

course to make one more pass over downtown for the benefit of the awestruck denizens.  But then, while turning over 

City Hall at an altitude of several hundred feet, a heavy gust of wind struck the flimsy Curtiss.  Suddenly the aircraft 

lurched into an ever-steeping dive, and at 200 feet the right wing folded.    To the horror of the bystanders below, the 

Curtiss abruptly plummeted onto the roof of the Lee Dye Building at the corner of Cormorant and Theatre Alley in    

Chinatown. 

By the time bystanders and a police officer got onto the roof they discovered that most of the aircraft had come to rest 

on the floor below.  Jonnie Bryant had been killed outright.  Alys, who had witnessed the tragic event, was so          

devastated that she never flew again.  Interestingly, the Central Saanich Archives retains a small fragment of fabric 

from the doomed aircraft; a sad memento of BC's, [and Canada's], first aviation fatality.  Or was it? 

Certainly, this was Canada's first heavier-than-air fatality.  But people had been challenging the skies in lighter-than-air 

craft for 130 years, so it was not a surprize that during this period there would also be aerial accidents.  However, BC's 

[and Canada's] first aviator to perish was one Mr. Charles H. Marble, who had contracted with the city of New       

Westminster for a balloon flight in conjunction with the local exhibition.  The plan was to alight in the balloon on 10   

October 1894, and then parachute to safety; a sure-fire stunt to wow the crowds.  Initially, everything went well.  Marble 

got away safely, then jumped, the parachute opened and all was going to plan.  But a stronger wind than anticipated 

drifted Marble to a water landing in the mighty Fraser River.  Marble landed safely, but there was one problem - he 

couldn't swim!  He drowned before anyone could get to him, thereby becoming BC's [and Canada's] first aviator to  

perish.  But was this Canada's first aviation death? 

Actually, no.  The first recorded aviation fatality in Canada occurred in Ottawa in 1888.  While inflating a hot-air      

balloon at the Exhibition grounds, Tom Wensley, a volunteer ground assistant, was hanging onto a guy rope when the 

balloon unexpectedly rose into the air.  Surprized, Wensley failed to let go until too late, tried to hang on until the      

balloon could land, lost his grip and fell to his death.  Was this really the first aviation death? 

Maybe.  According to newspaper accounts of the day, BC's first aviation flight consisted of a hot-air balloon released 

from a park in James Bay, just behind today's Legislature Building in downtown Victoria.  This occurred in 1871, to 

mark British Columbia's joining of the young Dominion of Canada.  The British Daily Colonist newspaper account     

describes the balloon rapidly drifting out of sight, with a young boy hanging on for dear life.  Maddeningly, no name is 

mentioned, nor is there ever any further indication of the young lad's ultimate fate.  Was this BC's [and Canada's] first 

aviation fatality?  We may never know for sure! (Submitted  by Doug Rollins, BCAM Librarian) 
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In Our Own Backyard…... 

On Monday May 11th 2015, a group of 21 people from the BCAM were lucky enough to be invited to 
tour the new 443 Squadron hangar on the West side of Victoria International Airport. 

The new hangar is named after Arundel Castle, a prominent landmark in West Sussex, England, where the squadron was stationed 
during its involvement with the D-Day landings in June 1944.  “This building will finally allow for all unit operations to be housed 
under a single roof and will provide operational enhancements that are not available in the current facilities,” said Lieutenant-
Colonel Patrick MacNamara, the squadron’s commanding officer. “This building and its technology will advance the abilities of this 
unit as we move from the CH-124 Sea King helicopter to the Sikorsky CH-148 Cyclone helicopter.  . 

The opening of this hangar is the end of a four-year-long project at a cost of $155 million for the facility, which measures more 
than 215,000 square feet. In addition to the new building, the project also included the construction of an aircraft apron, a       
taxiway, an aircraft wash area and refuelling cabinet, a vehicle parking area, and a guard house with security barriers and fencing.  
443 Maritime Helicopter Squadron employs more than 200 military personnel and operates four to six CH-124 Sea King             
helicopters. It plays an important role on the West Coast, providing three helicopter air detachments (known as "HELAIRDETS") in 
support of the Royal Canadian Navy Pacific Fleet based in Victoria. 

During the Second World War, 443 Squadron was originally formed as No. 127 (Fighter) Squadron and operated along the East 
Coast of Canada until late 1943, when it was selected for overseas service.  They arrived in Britain on February 8th, 1944 and were 
re-designated No. 443 Sqn at Bournemouth, and quickly moved on to be based at RAF Digby, Lincolnshire, together with Nos. 441 
and 442 Sqns as Article XV squadrons under the control of the RAF.  The squadron worked up on Spitfire Mk. V’s from RAF 
Westhampnett, but soon received the Mk. IX’s . This was followed by another move to Holmesley South to form No. 144 Wing, 
2nd Tactical Air Force, and the squadron became operational.  

The first sorties were as bomber escorts until the invasion in June 1944. The squadron carried out deep penetration missions using 
90 gallon drop tanks. During the landings themselves, the squadron provided low level fighter cover and on June 15th it moved to 
France in the close support and armed reconnaissance role.  The squadron was now heavily involved in ground attack sorties and 
continued to move forward following the Allied advance through Belgium and into the Netherlands to maintain its close air      
support of the ground forces. Having returned to RAF Warmwell for an air firings course, the squadron missed the Luftwaffe’s 
New Years attack on Allied air fields.  Unlike its two fellow squadrons, it did not return to Britain, but stayed on the continent,  
following the Allied armies advance into Germany equipped with the Spitfire Mk. XVI.  With the end of the war the squadron 
joined the British Air Forces of Occupation until disbanding at Uetersen on March 15th, 1946. 

The Squadron was re-formed on September 12th, 1951 at RCAF Station Sea island (Vancouver) and became new Westminster 
(Vancouver) Auxiliary Sqyuadron.  Aircraft flown included the North American P-51 Mustang, Harvard, and Expeditor.  The    
Squadron disbanded again on March 31, 1964. No. 443 was reactivated on October 25th 1974 as 443 Anti-Submarine Helicopter 
Squadron at CFB Shearwater, Nova Scotia.  In the late 1980’s the Squadron moved to Patricia Bay (“Pat Bay” to those of us who 
are local!) here on Vancouver Island.  In 1995 the squadron changed its name to 443 Maritime Helicopter Squadron.  No. 443   
currently flies CH-124 Sea King helicopters. 

The CH-124 is powered by two turbo shaft engines and is equipped with subsurface acoustic detection equipment and homing 
torpedoes. Employing these, the Sea King lifts off from destroyers and frigates to locate and destroy submarines. 

Capable of flying in day or night, the CH-124 is a versatile surveillance aircraft. It was procured mainly for anti-submarine warfare 
(ASW), but has expanded its role since coming into service in 1963. Domestically, Sea Kings contribute to search and rescue (SAR) 
operations, disaster relief, counter-narcotic operations, and fisheries and pollution patrols. The helicopter also plays a vital role in 
international peacekeeping operations. It has been heavily committed to the international campaign against terrorism. Since   
being deployed to the Persian Gulf in 2001, CH-124s have conducted hundreds of missions to transport troops and locate         
suspicious vessels. 

The Sea King recently participated in Operation HESTIA, the Canadian response to the         
devastating earthquake that shattered Haiti in January of 2010. It demonstrated its national 
importance by providing half of all Canadian lift capability in theatre. It moved hospitals over 
mountains, brought water to the thirsty, evacuated the sick and dying, and transported an 
army of first responders to the areas most affected by the disaster. (Wikipedia & V.J.B) 

CH-124 

CH-148 
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July — October 2015 

 OPEN HOUSE   July 25 (Saturday) 

 Summer BBQ   August 22 (Saturday) 

 Battle of Britain   September 13 (Sunday) 

 Start Winter Hours  October 1 

 Speaker Nights:     Sept. 16; October 21   

IMPORTANT! 

 Dates For Those   

Diaries: 

 

Board Meetings:  

July 16; August 13; Sept. 10;        

October 15 

 

Volunteer Lunch Meetings:   

July 23; August 20; Sept. 17;        

October 22 

“When you think about flying, it’s nuts really. Here you are at about 

40,000 feet, screaming along at 700 miles an hour and you’re 

sitting there drinking Diet Pepsi and eating peanuts. It just doesn’t 

make any sense.”—David Letterman 

Part of a flight attendant's arrival announcement: 

"We'd like to thank 

you folks for flying 

with us today. 

And, the next time 

you get the insane 

urge to go blasting 

through the skies 

in a pressurized 

metal tube, we 

hope you'll think of 

us here at US   

Airways." 
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Canada—Flying Through Time 

February 23, 1909: Canada takes flight! With men on skates to steady the Silver Dart’s wings, J.A. McCurdy pilots the biplane for 0.8 

kms over the ice-covered surface of Baddeck Bay, Nova Scotia—thus completing the first flight in Canada by a powered 

‘heavier-than-air’ machine! The plane was developed by Aerial Experiment Association members: Alexander Graham Bell, 

F.W. Baldwin, Glenn Curtiss and McCurdy.  Two years later, they were granted US Patent #1,011,106 for their “flying     

machine”.  May 24, 1912: Wearing bright red tights and a leather helmet, Charles Saunders might have been mistaken for 

a modern day superhero! However, he wore this suit to make the first parachute jump from an aircraft in Canada over   

Vancouver, beating out the “bat-suited” Cecil Mackenzie for the honours.  July 23, 1913: H.W. Blakeley makes the first 

night flight in Canada in Brandon, Manitoba.  His biplane was fitted with electric lights on the wings and his landing area outlined with 

small blazes.  July 31, 1913: Alys Mckey Bryant becomes the first woman pilot to fly in Canada over Vancouver in a Curtiss-type pusher 

biplane.  August 6, 1913:  The first fatal airplane accident in Canada occurs when John M. Bryant, Alys’ husband, is killed in the crash 

of his plane in Victoria, B.C.  October 8, 1913: The first commercial cargo flight in Canada delivers copies of the Montreal Daily Mail to 

Ottawa. Sadly the aircraft crashes on the return takeoff.  June 27, 1914: During an exhibition at Maisonneuve Park in Montreal, Lincoln 

Beachey completes the first loop-the-loop and inverted flying ever seen in Canada.  August 4, 1914: WWI puts the fledgling aviation 

industry into the spotlight. Canada has neither pilots nor aircraft, but approximately 22,000 Canadians bravery flew with British     

squadrons in planes like the SPAD VII.  January 4, 1917: E.R. Grange of No. 8 Sqn. (Naval) is credited with downing his 5th enemy 

aircraft, becoming Canada’s first “ace”.  June 24, 1918: Capt. Brian A. Peck makes the first airmail flight in Canada from Montreal to 

Toronto piloting a Curtiss JN-4, carrying 120 letters!  1919:  Stuart Graham flies into the bush for the first time with a Curtiss HS-2L.  

Also the first aerial survey business starts up counting timber in Labrador, this kick starts the region’s pulp and paper industry. June 14, 

1919: British aviators Capt. John Alcock and Lt. Arthur Brown fly nonstop across the Atlantic from St. John’s Nfld., to Ireland in 16 hours 

and 12 minutes!  August 7, 1919: In a Curtiss JN-4, unable to climb above 7,000 ft., Ernest Hoy is the first to fly over the Rockies from 

Vancouver to Calgary in-between the peaks! He fought vicious updrafts and downdrafts and at times only had 150 ft. between him and 

the craggy peaks of Crawford Pass.  On his return flight, he cartwheels shortly after takeoff, badly shaken, he never flies again.  

The 1920’s: Designation of “Royal” Canadian Air Force is granted by King George V April 1st, 1924. November 1924: sees the first 

aerial stowaway in Canada with an unidentified man sneaking onto a Curtiss HS-2L flying from Rouyn to Angliers, Quebec. June 29, 

1927: Flt. Lt. G.E. Brooks, flying an Avro 504K conducts the first flight test of Wallace Turnbull’s variable-pitch propeller.  This was a 

major Canadian innovation in aviation technology. March 13, 1928: Eileen Vollick of Hamilton receives Private Pilot’s Certificate #77, 

the first for a Canadian woman. August 1929: T.M. Reid “Pat”, and a group of pilots and engineers lead the first aerial Search & Rescue 

in the high Artic. August 25, 1928: 7 people died during bad weather in a BC Airways Ford Trimotor in Puget Sound, Wash.—it was 

called Canada’s first major air disaster.  

The 1930’s:  April 10, 1937: Trans Canada Airlines (TCA) takes flight with two 10 passenger airplanes and a mail plane.  

July 1937: J.H. Tudhope and J.D. Hunter flew a Lockheed Electra between Montreal and Vancouver in 17 hours and 35 

minutes completing the first dawn-to-dusk trans-Canada flight. July 1, 1938: Lucille Garner and Pat Eccleston are TCA’s first 

Flight Attendants. Until 1957 only single women under 26 were selected, and they were nurses, this was to ensure frightened 

and finicky passengers of medical care in-flight! 1939-1945: During WWII nearly 250,000 men and women serve in Air Force 

blue, around the world and at home.  

The 1940’s:  April 1940: The British Commonwealth Air Training Plan opens their first schools.  Some 131,500 aircrew in planes like 

the Harvard trained safely away from battle zones, transforming Canada into what U.S. President Roosevelt later terms “the aerodrome 

of democracy.” Mid-1940’s: Pilots, navigators and camera operators returning from the war participate in a decade long aerial survey, 

updating topographic maps of remote regions. April 15, 1947: TCA begins using the Canadair North Star, the first Canadian built     

airliner. The plane logged 311 million kms for TCA and went to such exotic locations as the Bahamas, Jamaica, Tampa, Paris and   

Dusseldorf. 1948: De Havilland Canada designs the Beaver for the first STOL (short-takeoff-and-land) bush plane. 1949: The Avro   

Canada Jetliner is flown as the first Canadian passenger jet. Despite its advanced design, it never saw production and was later sold for 

scrap.  1949: The first National Air Show is held in Toronto. 

The 1950’s: A booming economy makes tickets more affordable and airlines such as Canadian Pacific bring the world to the 

people. December 18, 1952: Breaking Mach 1 in a dive, Jan Zurakowski becomes the first pilot to fly a Canadian plane 

faster than the speed of sound, in an Avro Canada CF-100 jet fighter.  1954: production of the supersonic Avro Arrow    

begins. Despite its sleek design and Mach 2 speeds, the Arrow project crashes and burns before it can really take off. In 

1959, the Federal Government at the time scraps the project and all the prototypes. 1959: The Crash-Position Indicator is 

devised by Harry Stevinson and David Makow at the National Research Council in Ottawa. 

The 70’s, 80’s & 90’s: Canadair Challenger business jet takes off.  It logs more than a million hours of flying time and launches Canada 

as a leading manufacturer of business and regional aircraft. June 23, 1985: A terrorist bomb explodes aboard Air India Flight 182 from 

Toronto.  It crashes into the North Atlantic off the coast of Ireland, killing all 329 on board.  Airport security is subsequently tightened 

across the country. The crash becomes the subject of the longest criminal investigation in Canadian history. 1986: Air Canada is the first 

North American airline to offer smoke-free flights. 1990: During the Gulf War, Canadians fly some 2,700 missions in fighters like the    

CF-18’s, including the first bombing offensives by Canadian Forces since WWII. 1999: Air Canada thwarts takeover efforts by Onex Cor-

poration.  January 4, 2000: A numbered company, owned in part by Air Canada, scoops up 82% of Canadian Airlines’ shares.  When 

the merger is complete, Air Canada will be the country’s only national airline. (Canadian Geographic Magazine) 
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And The Cockpit Is…...! 

Why it’s the: Fokker D.VII ! 

Gold Medal Winner by a mile: Mike Valenti (in record time!) 
Silver Medal: Allan Botting (flying in close) 

Dave Poole was on holiday!! 

Name That Cockpit….. 

So let’s test your knowledge on this one….name that  cockpit!  

First one with the right answer has got those all important 

bragging rights—and Gold medal standing! 

The British Columbia Aviation Museum 

1910 Norseman Road, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5V5  

Ph. (250) 655 3300      NEW Website: www.bcam.net  

Your Board of Directors: 

President:   John Lewis   (250) 665 6062  johnjarvislewis@gmail.com 

Vice President:  Larry Lepard    (250) 361 5332  restorations@bcam.net 

Secretary:   Eleanore Arkesteyn  (250) 656 4589  inquiries@bcam.net 

Treasurer:   Brian Hay   (250) 655 3300  accounts@bcam.net  

Directors at Large:  Russ Hudson   (250) 656 5173  hudson.russ@gmail.com 

    Larry Dibnah   (250) 656 6416  larry_dibnah@telus.net 

    Ed Kucey   (250) 658 2325  eddyjog@gmail.com 

 

Other Very Nearly Important People:    

Aircraft Archives/Librarian:  Doug Rollins   (250) 655 4184  library@bcam.net  

Artifacts:   Barbara Gilbert  (250) 655 3794  artifcats@bcam.net  

    Eleanore Arkesteyn  (250) 656 4589 

Membership Records: Norm Dressler  (250) 656 3771  membership@bcam.net  

Volunteer Co-Coordinator: Jan Lewis   (250) 665 6062  j6877lewis@gmail.com 

Gift Shop:   Virginia Browne  (250) 882 0710  giftshop@bcam.net  

Norseman Newsletter: Virginia Browne   (250) 882 0170            norsemannews@bcam.net  

Norseman Room Rental: Eleanore Arkesteyn  (250) 656 4589  inquiries@bcam.net   

Ground Maintenance: Robert Young   (250) 656 4679 

Please contact Editor at:  norsemannews@bcam.net  with your ideas and comments for our future newsletters!  


