
  

As things go in our world today, our good old CF-18s are doing amazing work! Just this last year we have        

participated in two concurrent overseas deployments in different parts of the globe.  

Six CF-18s were deployed to Lithuania for Baltic air policing under a 

NATO agreement, as several countries in the region had no aircraft   

capable of intercepting and identifying overflying aircraft. This          

deployment is an ongoing effort in which other NATO nations           

participate on a rotational basis, it is known as “Operation                 

REASSURANCE”. Our pilots shared this period with F-16s from Portugal.  

The other more widely known deployment is “Operation IMPACT”. This 

involves six CF-18s that have been sent to Kuwait to participate in 

strikes against the ISIS/ISIL terrorist group. As of March 17, 2015, our CF

-18’s have conducted 416 sorties. This is pretty efficient utilisation for an 

aircraft purchased in the early 1980’s. 

We purchased 138 CF-18s between 1982-1988. When the "Cold War" 

ended it was decided to downsize the force to about 80 aircraft. These 

airframes were then  structurally upgraded. There was also an additional 

separate program to update the avionics and weapon systems. When our CF-18s participated in “Operation    

DESERT STORM”,  we were restricted to areas of moderate threat as our IFF and radar jamming capabilities were 

inadequate to go to the higher intensity areas. Most missions flown were in support of Coalition bombers       

operating over Kuwait, as the risk of going North into Iraq was considered too great.  

With the avionics upgrade our Hornets are as capable as the US Navy F-8Cs.  

The heart of the ground attack capability is the Lockheed Martin Advanced 

Sniper pod. This chisel shaped pod is carried on the intake on the port 

side of the CF-18. Among the capabilities of this pod is the high resolution 

imagery that can be       collected from extreme ranges (i.e. out of range of 

most anti aircraft threats). The targets can be lasered for laser guided 

weapons or coordinates for GPS guided weapons be set. Video imagery 

can be linked to forward air controllers on the ground. The sensors have 

rock steady stabilization so that the aircraft is free to   manoeuvre while 

designating a target. 

 There is life left in the old Hornet yet! It's not like the old days when new 

aircraft were purchased every few years. In this modern day and age 

equipment is expected to last forever because, politically speaking, it is 

too risky to take the necessary steps to replace ageing equipment. Our   

CF-18s have been flying hard pulling "Gs" around the globe for 40 years 

now. The latest plan is to give the Hornet another structural upgrade until a  decision can be made regarding a 

replacement aircraft. (Jack Funk) 

Spring 2015 

CF-18 

Sniper Pod (Jack Funk  photo) 

The CF-18 
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We are getting into gear for our annual Open House on 

25th July.  This year our theme is the 50th Anniversary of the District of North Saanich and we are partnering with them on the 

day. They have always been very good to us and we welcome the chance to join them in their celebration. Jack Funk has kindly 

agreed to be the co-ordinator for the event and I encourage you to help him out however you can by volunteering. This is the 

biggest day of the year for us and we need to continue the pattern of success that we have enjoyed. 

With the coming of spring, we can expect to see the ground outside the hangars drying out. This will allow us to move aircraft.  

Notably, we can expect to see the Pac Aero move into the Henderson hangar; its exterior restoration is almost complete, 

thanks to the efforts of many volunteers.  This will allow us to reconfigure the layout in the restoration hangar and move the 

Trigull inside for a review of the cosmetic work we think we need to do on it. We will also be able to move the manlift into the 

main hangar to try to fix the problems with our Ornithopter background “sail” – currently looking like some odd piece of     

modern art!  The Luscombe Silvaire will also move outside to take up duties as our gate guard – at least for the summer. 

A large part of our effort continues to be about our infrastructure.  The drain installed outside the Henderson hangar proved its 

worth – this winter the Henderson did not turn into a lake! The conversion of the Board Room into extra library space has been 

completed – thanks to Dave Poole, who built the required shelves. We need to take action on the significant leak problem 

along the south wall of the main hangar, and we have identified a solution to increase our inside storage, which will require 

further building. 

We will welcome the first of our cruise ship tours in late April.  Thanks to the volunteers who have stepped forward to help 

with this.  As you well know, we always need more volunteers – if you would like to volunteer, or know someone who would 

be interested in volunteering, don’t hesitate to step forward!  We still need adopters for some of our aircraft, including the  

Anson, Norseman and Bolingbroke.  This could be an easy way to get involved with the museum. 

As on of our new volunteers Max, (who is a Breton, and a marketing whiz who is helping us immensely!), would say, “En avant, 

Guingamp!” – which, loosely translated, means “Let’s keep moving forward!” (John Lewis) 

A Big Welcome to BCAM’s Newest Members! 

Sidney: David Bruggeman; Doug Kennedy; Dave Gillespe; 

Christi & John Donn;  Jo-Ann Way; Denny Gelinas; Sarah 

A. Vangorp; Raymond Konrath;   Oliver Rogers; Georgios 

Prekas; North Saanich: Robert Watts; David Wilkie; Bob 

Coulter; Angela & Rob Colibaba; Chad Paget & Family; 

Royston, B.C.: Emily Charette;    Victoria:  Rob Ferguson; 

Les & Sherry Bickford; Dave Hartley; Roland Tscheinig; 

Reid Hussey;    Stuart Eastwood;  Alan R. Reyno & Family; 

Jingchuan Yu; Phillip &  Shannon Jubb; Jeff Palmer; Adam 

& Michelle Molnar; Maxime Stephan; David Delisle; 

Merv & Marion Porath; Nathan Nan-

kivell; Christopher Mock; Bruce Martin; 

James Murtagh; Jessi Grams & Sean 

Smith; Paul Stephen Ngara; Bonaie  

Antonenko; Aline & Norman Fowlow; 

Salt Spring Island:  John Herbert; 

Pender Island: Bill Moorby; Sooke:  

Everett Nylander; Cowichan Bay:  

Douglas Ford; Chemainus: Len & Sonja 

Bland & Family; Parksville: Jeff New & Family; John    

Fairfield; New Westminster, B.C.: Rick Johnson;      

Ramsgate, Kent, U.K.: Paul Taylor  

Can’t believe it is already the Spring Edition of the 

Norseman!  I’m so pleased to see some of our       

members are sending in their stories—keep it up!  As 

I keep saying: this is your Newsletter—if there things 

you want to see in here that haven’t appeared—

contact me and we will make it happen!  

Lots of events coming up in the next few months for members; 

Open House in July—Jack Funk is Co-Ordinator: (250) 544 1820 or 

falcon460@shaw.ca; and the start of the cruise ship tours (April 

22) - if you would like to be on board (sorry!) with any of these 

events—we are always looking for more volunteers!  If you can 

spare the odd hour or two please contact :                                      

Jan Lewis (250) 656 6062 or email her:  j6877lewis@gmail.com 

Thank you—enjoy the Norseman! (Virginia Browne) 
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Hangar Tales… 

 Projects, News and More! 

One thing the BCAM could not function without is the dedicated “behind the scenes” volunteers who keep both the aircraft, 

the museum buildings and grounds in tip top shape.  They are a quiet band of volunteers who stealth in and out, looking not for 

accolades, just love doing their job! 

Henderson Hangar: You may not know we have a movie star in our hangar, no not Dave Peters, no not 

Dave Poole, but our one and only Norseman has become a Hollywood star! Larry Lepard drove the 

Norseman over to a hangar on the North side of the airfield on a dry March Monday, and Tuesday the 

filming began!  Norseman was returned home on the Wednesday unharmed and full of stories about the 

glamour of Hollywood! (He figures his wheels will be in cement on the Hollywood walkway shortly!) In 

the meantime, wonderful exposure for the Museum!  And a handsome donation was generated as well! 

Russ Hudson: You may have noticed some vey smart new signs over the displays on the East end of the Main 

Hangar.  These have been organized by Russ, and made by Diego Casados of Icon Designs in Victoria B.C. 

Ray White & Allan Witcombe: Continue their quest to revive all the displays on the East end wall of the Main 

Hangar. They have been painting, and tidying all the material so that the displays are now looking quite          

professional and the visitors are enjoying the flow of information! 

Steve Gordon: Has had Heath Moffat take some up-to-date photos of the significant propellers, and engines the 

museum has.  These are to be a record for the inventory, also will be part of the information for visitors, and used on the new 

Website. 

Jack Funk: Continues to work through the seemingly endless model airplanes we have—to keep them current and in good   

repair. 

Rob Canova: Is working on an Air Freighter model in the restoration hangar. 

Don Hacker: Is trying to catalogue and identify the vast radio collection we have in the top of the restoration hangar. 

Conair: One of the planes adopted by the members—is being polished, cleaned and painted by its caring crew. 

Sea Rover: Steve Gordon and Bill Lane have done some repair work on it, with Bill making the new exhaust 

stacks. 

Restoration Hangar: Miranda—is making more progress! Flaps on, struts off (being painted), controls in, 

and you may notice that parts have been left “open” - this is so when the plane is on display the public will 

be able to see how the cables all work for the wings, tail etc. 

Pac Arrow: Dave Peters is polishing getting ready to move into the hangar! 

Sikorsky S-55: waiting in the wings (sorry!) for the repairs to start—probably sometime this summer. 

Gardening: Robert Young, Win Albrecht, and Harry Addison continue to make the entrance and surrounding grounds to the 

museum look wonderful! And Harry will be pleased that after a 3 month wait, the parts for the sit-on mower are arriving!  

BCAM Living History Project - There is a BCAM project underway to capture the stories of pilots, aircrew and mechanics 

who flew and/or maintained the aircraft types represented in the BCAM collection.  If you have, or care to volunteer someone 

who has, been involved with the aircraft represented in the collection, please contact Heath Moffatt at 

heath@heathmoffattphoto.com or Steve Gordon at stevegordon@bcam.net.  We will make arrangements to 

interview the individuals and capture their pictures with the museum’s aircraft.  So, know any people with 

time in a Bolingbroke? Spitfire? Bell 47? etc. . . .we’d love to hear their story! 

mailto:heath@heathmoffattphoto.com
mailto:stevegordon@bcam.net
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Diving Through the Sound Barrier 1935-45 

Introduction 

It is some 70 years since fighter pilots began to encounter the Sound Barrier, the breaking of which, in 

Britain, attracted intense public interest. There was even a film of the same name, giving the impression 

that the British were the first to breech it.  In the USA, where the rocket propelled Bell X-1 reached the 

speed of sound in October 1947, the truth was only gradually released to the public. Slightly later, the swept wing prototype, XF-86     

Sabre, did break the barrier, this being the first jet propelled aircraft to do so. With its swept wings, it was the shape of the future and of 

our present.   

The interest in Britain was quite morbid. As a typical piston engine aircraft approached the speed of sound, any aircraft, with the         

exception of the Spitfire, would be subject to extremely serious buffeting, in some cases leading to structural damage. More significantly, 

and without exception, aircraft would encounter a strong nose down tendency, with speeds tending to become ever higher as the ground 

approached. Pilots reported that it seemed impossible to pull out until the altitudes became uncomfortably low. In the film, the son of the 

aircraft designer gets killed in making the attempt. It was a mirror of reality. The son of Sir Geoffrey de Havilland, the aircraft designer, 

was killed in testing the DH-108, Britain’s first swept wing jet. It did reach the speed of sound, once, and then in an uncontrollable vertical 

dive.    

The Origin of the Term Sound Barrier  

Diving to either meet or escape the enemy was a feature of aerial combat in WWII, and pilots soon encountered Mach No. problems; loss 

of control, buffeting, and a nose down tendency. A case can be made for saying that Germany was the first to put in hand investigations. 

Well before war broke out there was a secret programme to investigate the swept wing. But, in 1941 on a more practical level, the 

Reichsluftfarhtministerium asked for tests on the Me-109 as pilots reported a loss of control when diving from altitude. This would have 

been a frequent occurrence. In contrast to British fighters, the Me-109 used fuel injection. Bunting over into a high speed dive was a  

proven method of escape or attack. There was no risk of a loss of engine power. 

But even in 1939 the B model of the Me-109, with the low powered Jumo 210, had crashed in a dive   Flight tests showed that at a Mach 

number of 0.78-0.80, a nose down pitch began, with, sometimes, an uncontrollable roll developing. The maximum allowable Mach No. 

was set 0.805. This is not surprising. The aerodynamics of the Me-109 dated from the early thirties. The wing was fairly thick by the 

standards of today, over 14% at the wing root, and around 11% near the tip. High wing thickness-chord ratios give high drag at transonic 

speeds and lower the critical speed. The Me-109 had other problems. The horizontal tail was positioned half way up the fin, hence there 

would have been shock wave interactions of the type encountered on the early Meteors.  

Willi Messerschmitt seemed be unconcerned about this issue, having no other priority than churning out as many Me-109s as  feasible. 

Build quality was poor and there was no effort to improve the basic aerodynamics. SG Horner, who was in the Messerschmitt              

organisation, has concluded that the maximum speed could have been increased from 610 km to 800 km/ hour with the same power 

plant (375 to 500 mph) if the aircraft had been cleaned up. Horner refers to the Me-109G model, which was  particularly bad.  

British Investigations and the Spitfire  

The RAE (Royal Aircraft Establishment) was not as well provided as its German counterparts and so Britain did not get its first big      

transonic wind tunnel until 1942. It may be there was a degree of complacency in this country. The Hurricane was a fairly draggy aircraft, 

unlikely to reach really high speeds even in a dive. The Spitfire, although much more capable, having a wing section and thickness which 

allowed it to reach over 90% of the speed of sound would rarely be in trouble. But both fighters had Merlin engines using carburettors. If a 

Spitfire was pushed into a dive, the engine would cut out because of over-fuelling. One would assume that there was not that much    

experience of high speed diving until Miss Shilling came up with her orifice solution to the carburettor problem in early 1941. 

Then as one might say, the Mach No. problems began to back up at the RAE. The high altitude, Westland Welkin, twin engine fighter 

was unusable at 40000 ft. Its highly loaded, very high aspect ratio wing called for a wing section in which the thickness-chord ratio was 

21%. At only 60% of that of sound, the Welkin was pitching up and down and was useless for gun aiming. 

Although other Allied fighter aircraft were not so compromised, all of them had much thicker wings than the Spitfire (13% at the wing root, 

7% at the tip). Accordingly permissible dive speeds, in terms of Mach number were quite low, P38 Lightning- 0.68, P47 Thunderbolt- 

0.69, and the Hawker Typhoon – 0.70. Even the Mustang and the Tempest were limited to just over 0.80. 

What about the Spitfire? In test dives at the RAE, where the limitation was over-speeding of the propeller, a Mach number of 0.891 was 

achieved at around 28000 ft. and that the actual speed was over 600 mph. And a writer in the magazine “Aeroplane” claimed that on a 

Met Flight, where he lost control at 51000 ft. in a tropical thunderstorm, he reached Mach 0.96 in an uncontrolled dive   

Was he shooting a line? Maybe! Many years back, I was in conversation with an elderly Spitfire pilot, and I asked how fast he got in 

dives. “Very fast” he said. “But one time I was on the ground, and I heard a very peculiar explosion. It was just like the sonic bangs at the 

air shows of the Fifties. Then, just afterwards, I saw a Spitfire pulling out of a dive”. So perhaps the Americans were not the first, and the 

immortal Spitfire was on the point of creating another legend!     (Fred Starr, U.K.) 
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“One day in late August or early September, 1941, a 19-year-old RCAF fighter pilot named John Gillespie Magee, Jr., who was then 
serving with the No. 412 Squadron at RAF Digby, England, sent a letter to his parents. “I am enclosing a verse I wrote the other 
day,” he began. “It started at 30,000 feet, and was finished soon after I landed.” The verse, or “ditty,” as Magee later refers to it, was 
a sonnet titled “High Flight,” a fourteen-line paean to the sublimity and sheer joy of flight felt by Magee during a solo run in his     
Spitfire aircraft. Magee’s aunt helped get the poem published in the November 12th issue of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, where it 
may have remained known to a limited readership had not tragedy struck. 

It was December 11th, only a few months after Magee—a U.S.  citizen who had joined the RCAF in 1940 before the U.S. entered 
WWII—had written “High Flight.” Returning to base with his squadron after participating in a successful training exercise, Magee’s 
Spitfire collided with an Airspeed Oxford piloted by Ernest Aubrey Griffin. Both Magee and Griffin were killed. 

Inspired by this poem, I starting thinking about my flying experience…... 

I don't remember the exact period in my life when the dream of flying took hold of me, all I do remember is was at a very early age! 
My parents and I lived in South Bank, a suburb of Middlesbrough, dad was a blast furnace man at the steel works and I seem to   
recall nagging at him for a pair of pilots wings as I wanted to be one! In the early 50's getting hold of a pair was a problem so my dad 
improvised and cut out a set of wings from the tail of his grey flannel workman's shirt which Granny Taylor kindly then sewed onto 
my favourite pullover......the seed was sewn! I compounded the act with religiously reading about the fictitious heroes from my comic 
books, such men as Sergeant Matt Braddock V.C., and Wing Commander Robert "Battler" Brittain filled my off school evenings 
reading—no iPods/computers or TV in those days kids! 

 For my birthday Granny Taylor presented me with a cap badge of the Air Training Corps (which I still have) saying these people can 
teach you how to fly.  My maternal Granny Campbell gave me a copy of "I Flew With Braddock" by George Bourne, (still have this 
one too!!), stirring stories of the bomber Captain and his equally fictitious crew from The Rover comic book simply fuelled the fire 
that was well and truly burning by now.  

Strange isn't it,  how a simple footstep can change your life.....one day walking down Borough Road to get the bus home I passed 
the RAF recruiting office, took a right turn and walked in, I told the recruiting Sergeant about my wish to join the ATC and he willingly 
gave me all the details I needed, I guess he felt he was looking at a potential victim....oh, sorry, recruit! The die was cast and that's 
when I really took to flying at weekends and holidays, firstly in Sedbergh Gliders then later I and my pals were introduced to one of 
the best things to come out of Canada (apart from Labatt's Lager and Clarks Maple Syrup that is!) yes, that's right, the De Havilland 
Canada T10 Chipmunk! The little "Chippie" was a delight to fly, gentle, easy going and very forgiving on landings when handled by 
ham fisted trainees! Our instructors, both civilian and RAF, were not so amiable, left over from WWII, they were as tough as old 
boots and were in possession of a wealth of sarcastic "put downs" that would make the average "p.c." crowd weep! And they used 
them to full effect! (Ringing any bells over there chaps in my 60+ age bracket?) 

 Allow me to illustrate with an example or two.......on one of my cross country flights in the Chippie we had to leave St. George, fly 
southerly down to a point near Thirsk turn east to the coast then north to home.....there was a strong easterly wind off the North Sea 
on take off which made holding the first leg down a bumpy ride, I struggled to maintain the heading. Eventually the Instructor had 
had enough, a very bored but loud voice came over the headset with the comment " FOR GODS' SAKE MAN HOLD HER STEADY, 
YOU'VE ONLY BEEN ON COURSE TWICE AND THAT'S WHEN YOU PASSED IT !" With such supportive advice ringing my ears I 
turned for the coast, thankfully now it was headwind, slower but easier to hold the course......until I turned north for home......by now 
The Man had had enough, I watched him gazing out of the Perspex canopy, enjoying the view!  

My next encounter was equally counter productive......after a (what I thought!) was a good landing he got out of the rear seat, stood 
on the wing root, looked me straight in the eye and simply said, "You've just put bloody years on me!" and walked off! I could rattle 
on for ages telling similar horror stories of my fledgling youth but the truth is after leaving education at 18 I went to work for British 
Petroleum, travelling the world in the oil business. Flying jobs at that time were few and far between and the competition in the UK 
was intensely fierce, not just about where you were educated but also about qualifications and the all important log book hours. Both 
civil and military were VERY "picky"! Later on I had an opportunity to fly Harvards, a Stearman, Vickers Varsity (once!), but  mainly 
giving friends and family pleasure flights around the local countryside, it was rewarding and great fun! I am sure that your readers 
will agree with me when I say that there is no more enjoyable moment etched in your mind as when your passengers alight from the 
aircraft with a look of sheer joy on their faces, an indelible memory! Anyone who has experienced some REAL flying in a single pis-
ton engine aircraft will agree with me when I say what a terrific feeling it is to fly. It was an American flying with the RCAF in WWII 
who got it right with his special poem.....”High Flight” he captured the  emotion perfectly, of course we all know to whom I am refer-
ring and those famous lines of verse. I would like to say a big "thanks" to you for allowing me to share these memories with you all, it 
has been a pleasure and great fun to walk down memory lane,  I hope these few experiences jog some memories over in 
B.C. then it has been a worthwhile exercise! Kind regards, Paul Taylor, Ramsgate, Kent, U.K. (Member B.C.A.M.) 

  To Slip The Surly Bonds of Earth……... 

http://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/factsheets/factsheet.asp?id=1349
http://www.raf.mod.uk/rafdigby/aboutus/index.cfm
http://blogs.loc.gov/catbird/?attachment_id=2225
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/fsa.8b07767/
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April—October 2015 

 

Pot Luck Dinner   April 25 (Saturday) 

Museum  Summer Hours May 1 (Friday) (10 a.m.—4 p.m.) 

Pot Luck Dinner   June 27 (Saturday) 

OPEN HOUSE   July 25 (Saturday) 

Summer BBQ   August 22 (Saturday) 

Battle of Britain   September 13 (Sunday) 

Start Winter Hours  October 1 

Speaker Nights:  April 15; May 20; June 17; Sept. 16; October 21 

IMPORTANT! 

 Dates For Those  

Diaries: 

 

Board Meetings:  

April 16; May 14; June 11; July 16; 

August 13; Sept. 10; October 15 

 

Volunteer Lunch Meetings:   

April 23; May 20; June 18; July 23; 

August 20; Sept. 17; October 22 

4th Annual Aviation Career Day 

The weather was kind—in fact quite spring like! (Big change from snow and freezing temperatures a year ago!) The exhibitors 

arrived with their back drops, information, computers and swag ready to face the 

students!  The doors opened to a slow start at 10 a.m. for the students and the   

public—but it quickly picked up and the Museum was humming by noon!   

Numbers were down for students from last year —but the Corporate  exhibitors 

thought the students which did turn up were, as one put it: “quality”! We had 17 

tables for the students to visit: 443 Marine Helicopter Squadron; Coastal  Pacific 

Aviation (Abbotsford); North Island College; Camosun; 848 & 676 Air Cadet      

Squadrons; VAA; Airport Firefighters; UVic; Victoria Flying Club; Airborne Engines 

(Delta); Transport Canada; CASARA; BCIT (Vancouver); Nav Canada; Pacific Sky     

Aviation and Viking Air.  

There were 13 prizes donated for the student draw including 2 separate Discovery 

flights donated by Victoria Flying Club and Pacific Sky Aviation (both of which were 

won by Stelly”s Secondary students!); also up for grabs were T-shirts, jackets, ball caps, and a hand welded tool box by the     

Welding Instructor at Camosun!  

I would like to say a HUGE thank you to all the many, many volunteers who helped on the day (and the day before for set up!) - 

to Jan Lewis for doing a great job in recruiting the volunteers, Russ Hudson for running the BBQ and food concession, Jean     

Rollins for her marvelous signs!, Rae Dibnah & Jean Rollins who fielded the students as they came in, and the many others who 

all gave extra time and support to the day. 

The admission was by donation, students were free and the total raised for the day was about $1100.   

Here’s to next year—where we will try to be bigger and better than ever! 

UREGENTLY NEEDED—COMPUTER VOLUNTEER 

“A volunteer is needed to assist in the completion of a new website for the 

British Columbia Aviation Museum.  The WordPress template and website 

content has been prepared.  We need help to move the content to the     

template and make final adjustments. Contact Steve Gordon:                             

stevegordon@bcam.net” 

“...Weather at our destination is 50 

degrees with some broken clouds, 

but they’ll try to have them fixed 

before we arrive.  Thank you, and 

remember, nobody loves you, or your money, 

more than Southwest Airlines!”…... 

mailto:stevegordon@bcam.net
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The Indestructible C-47….(DC-3)! 

On May 1st, 1986, a C-47 Dakota while on a flight to Ondangwa (Northern SW Africa) was flying at about 8000 ft., when it was 

hit with a Soviet SA-7 missile (surface to air missile fired by SWAPO terrorists). 

The explosion ripped off most 

of the planes tail.  To add     

additional pressure, the Dakota 

was full of military VIP           

passengers including the Chief 

of the SA army. 

The pilot, Captain Colin Green, 

slowed the Dak down to 100 

knots in order to keep it under control and called for help. There was 

a chopper in the area which formatted alongside of him and relayed 

the rear damage to him.  The chopper also took the photos. 

Captain Green, along with the loadmaster, apparently moved the  

passengers around within the aircraft in order to regulate the centre 

of gravity before going into land.  Using flaps and power to control the pitch, he greased it  onto the tarmac. 

Captain Green was later awarded The Chief of the SADF Commendation medal for his exceptional flying skills. 

The Last Three Arctic Islands To be Discovered 

Exploration of the Arctic extended well into the 20th Century before the last pieces of northern terra incognita were spotted and plotted on 

maps.  Few islands of any size were found after the mid-1940’s, but one notable exception was the aerial discovery in 1948 of Prince Charles 

Island, Foley Island and Air Force Island in the Foxe Basin off the west coast of Baffin Island.   

Whether these islands were known to the Inuit is undocumented, although it is probable.  Land in the position 

of Prince Charles Island was  reported in 1932 by a tug Captain, W.A. Poole, but his information never made it 

onto any map.  The islands were finally seen and mapped by a RCAF crew flying a Lancaster from the 408 

Squadron out of Frobisher Bay, N.W.T.   

The pilot of the Lancaster was Squadron Leader E.C. (Al) Kerslake, who lived in Victoria B.C., until his death. 

His letter below appeared in National Geographic November 2003.  I thought this story interesting and wanted 

to share: 

“I was the Captain of the RCAF Lancaster aircraft that found the Islands in the Foxe Basin. 

While in the NW corner of Baffin Island, the weather turned cloudy, so we set course for home, Frobisher Bay 

Airport.  About halfway there, there was a break in the clouds and I saw a shore line to our left.  I called my navigator, Tommy Thompson, and 

said “we have a shore on our left”.  He said, “we are miles from any shore.” Then he looked and saw the islands.  Soon after we went back into 

clouds so he put a mark on his chart as to where it should be. The next day on our way North we saw 3 islands, so I sent a wire to Ottawa ask-

ing if they wanted the islands in Foxe Basin photographed. They came back saying there must be some mistake as they had records of ships 

going through that area.  I returned a note saying that could be, but if a ship passed through that area, they had wheels on them! 

The next day we ran photo lines from the mainland connecting the Islands, then sent the film to Ottawa.  To confirm our finding, they sent up 

the head of the department to have a look, then it came out in the newspapers. 

Originally the large island was Kerslake Island, the next size Thompson Island, and the 3rd, RCAF Island. That year Prince Charles was born so 

they re-named the islands: Prince Charles, Foley Island (he was my 2nd Navigator) and Air Force Island. 

Photographing Baffin Island was no picnic, some months we flew up to 100 hours at 20,000 ft. on oxygen and we lived in an old shack left by 

the USAF. 

Then to find out that they named the large island after someone who had nothing to with the discovery , was not appreciated”.                      

Sincerely, E.C. Kerslake “.  (Squadron Leader Kerslake’s daughter, Patricia Stephens, lives in North Saanich) 
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The British Columbia Aviation Museum 

1910 Norseman Road, Sidney, B.C. V8L 5V5  

Ph. (250) 655 3300      Website: www.bcam.net  

Your Esteemed Board of Directors: 

President:   John Lewis   (250) 665 6062  johnjarvislewis@gmail.com 

Vice President:  Larry Lepard    (250) 661 0075  restorations@bcam.net 

Secretary:   Eleanore Arkesteyn  (250) 656 4589  inquiries@bcam.net 

Treasurer:   Brian Hay   (250) 655 3300  accounts@bcam.net  

Directors at Large:  Russ Hudson   (250) 656 5173  

    Larry Dibnah   (250) 656 6416  larry_dibnah@telus.net 

    Ed Kucey   (250) 655 3300 

 

Other Nearly Important People:    

Aircraft Archives/Librarian:  Doug Rollins   (250) 655 4184  library@bcam.net  

Artifacts/Archives:  Barbara Gilbert  (250) 655 3794  artifcats@bcam.net  

    Eleanore Arkesteyn  (250) 656 4589 

Membership Records: Norm Dressler  (250) 656 3771  membership@bcam.net  

Volunteer Co-Coordinator: Jan Lewis   (250) 665 6062  j6877lewis@gmail.com 

Gift Shop:   Virginia Browne  (250) 882 0710  giftshop@bcam.net  

Norseman Newsletter: Virginia Browne   (250) 882 0170            norsemannews@bcam.net  

Norseman Room Rental: Eleanore Arkesteyn  (250) 656 4589  inquiries@bcam.net   

 

Please contact Editor at:  norsemannews@bcam.net  with your ideas, stories and comments for our future newsletters!  

Name That Cockpit! And The Cockpit Is…...! 

Boeing C-17 Globemaster 

Gold to: Dave Poole (yes, again!); Silver: Mike Valenti; and 

Bronze: John Lewis 

So let’s test your knowledge on this one….name that   

cockpit!  First one with the right answer has got those all 

important bragging rights—and Gold medal standing! 


